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DEAR SIR, 

THE subject and arrangement of 
this Essay mere suggested hy yqu. It is 
chiefly to you that these Conversations^ as 
ivell as the Letters which preceded them^ 
owe their publicity : I ask permission^ there- 
forCy to iiiscribe them to you. 

When I had finished the Letters written 
at your request y my task, as I thought ^ was 
ended; but I soon learned that the work 
would have been more generally acceptable, 
had it contained instructions to young per^ 
S071S respecting the choice of a suitable 
companion. The remarks I heard induced 
me to resume the subject. 

It was your opinion, that the Letters on 
the Marriage State, would be favourably 
received by the Public : you were not mis- 
taken. The second edition of that tvork 



will shortly be published. I am assured 
that you wish success to every undertaking 
which has a tendency to promote the good 
of society ; you will therefore unite with 
we, in the encouraging hope^ that this ac- 
companiment to the Letters will prove 
profitable^ as well as entertaining^ to the 
Readers. 

I remain^ 

Dear Sir, 

Your (xffectionate Friendy 

JOHN OVINGTON. 



Clapham, Sept. 21 
1815. 
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CHAP. I. 

Ti/TARTIN and Trueman were intimate 
friends, and their mutual partiaUty 
led them to spend most of their leisure 
hours in each others company. Their 
acquaintance had commenced early in life, 
and^ from a similarity of ta^te and senti- 
ment, as well as an equality in circum- 
stances, they had been induced to partici- 
pate in the same recreatious, and to select 
the same associates. 

Being now arrived at the state of man- 
hood, the trifling pursuits which had 
amused them in their juvenile years, lost 
their attractions, and they began to think 
of settling, and forming matrimonial con^ 
nexions. 

Just at this time, an acquaintance had 
recommended to their perusal a small 
treatise, recently published, on the mar- 
riage state. This book each had procured, 
and read, with considerable interest: that, 
part of it especially, where the author 
treats on religion as constituting an essen- 
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(i ON MATRIMONY. 

tial ingredient in human happiness, had 
made a deep impression on their minds. 
This was natural, because they had been 
for some time past under serious ipipres- 
sions, and dihgently engaged in religious 
inquiries. They were not, indeed, in the 
eyes of the world immoral characters ; ne- 
vertheless, religion, till very lately, had 
not been the concertt of either of them. 
Bat, ai$ they had Bat under the gospel, 
afid wer<e eai'nestly seeking the way of sal* 
vG^jion, some remarks in that book fully 
c^l^inc^d: them of the importance and 
DecQSsity of real, religion ; and, to use a, 
SqripturQ^expressionvOf its being ** profit- 
ably for this life, and th^t which is to 

This consideration determined each of 
th^m, wheoevi^r he married, to chuse a 
ivtf^ whose views on this subject should 
W congenial with his own. Though they 
had occasiooally conversed on religious 
8ral>jects, they had not yet made a mutual 
disclosure of their sentiments ; but they 
T^ShOlved that at a Aiture interview, they 
should be made the topic of conversation* 

At their next meeting, an air of serious- 
owe being observable in each, after the 
mfufil. salutations, Martin thus addresjsed 
his friend :-— 

Weil^ XnieiniMi» 3wu> hufe^ 1 si^pji^se. 
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ON MATHIMbNY. 7 

read the book which our friend recom- 
mended to US. 

Your supposition, answered Traeman, 
h well founded ; and the manner in which 
the subject is treated has greatly interest- 
ed and pleased me, and I confess its seri- 
ous nature far exceeds wliat I had con- 
ceived. 

In what respect? said Martin. You 
must have known that marriitge is a V^y 
derious ftffair, itavoiving many impdrlalit 
dMies. 

Your remark is just, replied Trtiemnn ; 
but it did not occur to my ttiind, that be- 
fore I arft capable of chusing ^ wife, with 
ftny prospect bf real happiness, it is neces- 
sary that such an alteration should take 
place in my own character, as will prepare 
me to perform the duties of a domestic 
life ; without which, I cannot reasonably 
expect to enjoy the pleasures, or to en- 
dure, in a becoming manner, tfie sorrows, 
inseparably connected with the marriagfe 
state. 

It gives me great pleasure, my friend, 
answered Martin, to find thai we exactly 
coincide. The subject never appeared to 
me in so important a light as it does at 
present. Our happiness, I am convinced, / 
is involved, in a great measure, in thfe 
choice we make,. It will be of consider- 

fe 2 • 



8 ON MATRIMONY. 

able advantage to us, I am persuaded ^ to 
examine the subject together; and, if yoii 
approve of it, we will request our friend 
Theopfailus to meet us occasionally, that 
we may enjoy the advantage of his expe- 
rience. 

It is perfectly agreeable to my wish, 
said Trueman ; but before we may have 
^n opportunity of seeing him, we can con- 
verse further on the subject. Religion, in 
his views, we are sure, is the foundation 
of true happiness, and without it there 
can be no real enjoyment Indeed, I am 
at times much surprised that I should 
have entertained notions so erroneous on 
this subject. The minds of men must 
surely labour under a peculiar kind of 
blindness, by which the true nature of 
Christianity is concealed from their view. 
There is no doubt of it, said Martin ; 
and I now find, by experience, that there 
is a strong propensity to retain those pre- 

•' judices which blind the mind ; or, as the 
Scriptures express it, " men love dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil." This, in some respects, is na- 
tural, for when a person has once,ne* 
glected the path of duty, and indulged in 
a forgetfulness of God, self-examination 
becomes extremely painful. Viewing our- 

, selves in the glass of the word of Gpd, we 
behold a frightful picture of guilt and de- 
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pravity, which will appear the more hate- 
ful, in proportion to the attention with 
which it is regarded. Indeed, I do not 
think I ever could have borne to follow, 
the convictions of my conscience to tlieir 
natural conclusion, if it had not been for 
the consolations of the gospel, which sup** 
ported and comforted my mind, while 
examining the nature of sin, and th^ con- 
demnation due to it, as described in the 
woi;;d of God. I am now convinced tliat 
1 am a sinner indeed, yea, the chief of 
sinners ; but I am comforted, by a view of 
the full and free salvation that there is iu 
ttesus Christ. In him is restored to us 
whatever the law requires. 

My dear friend, said I'rueman, how 
happy am I to hear that the friend of my 
heart, and companion, of my youth, will 
be my brother and companion In the king- 
dom and patience' of Jesus Christ. I 
clearly perceive that our gracious God 
has dealt with us both in the same merci- 
ful manner. 1 was fearful lest that Scrip- 
ture should be fulfilled in us, '* the one 
shall be taken, and the Other left ;" but 
now I have a pleasing hope that we, who 
have so long been companions in sin, shall 
prove helpers of each others faith, and 
shall encourage each other in the practice 
of Christian duties. 

B 3 



10 . ON MATRIMONY. 

The conversation being ended, and the 
time for their next meeting fixed, the two 
friends parted with mutual satisfaction* 
As the reciprocal communication of Chris- 
tian feelings, made this the happiest meet- 
ing which these friends ever enjoyed ; so 
the cordial expressions of brotherly love, 
made it the most affectionate parting. 



CHAP. IL 



xlk i 



the season appointed the young 
friends met again, when the conver- 
sation was thus introduced : — 

Since our last interview, said Trueman, 
I have been reflecting on the propriety of 
entering into the marriage state. My mind 
was never affected by the state of society 
as it is at present. Indeed, I was not 
aware that the will of God concerning his 
rational creatures is described in his word, 
that every necessary instruction is given 
in the Scriptures; and that all the injus- 
tice, oppression, irregularity, impropriety, 
land misery in the world, are owing to our 
deviations from the standard of duty. To 
regard the will of God in all my transac- 
tions, is, I confess, what I never thought 
of: I have followed the example of those 
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who forget God. How wonderful, that 
rational benigs should forget God I — That 
men who read the Bible should not re- 
gard its authority ! I siijcerely hope that 
it will be my principal concern in future, 
to walk in obedience to the directions 
given in the word of God; for now "i 
esteem all his precepts, concerning all 
things, to be right;" and I hope I shall 
be enabled to seek my happiness only in 
submission to his will. 

It gives me great pleasure, replied Mar- 
tin, to hear my friend express the very 
sentiments of my mind. Is it then your 
opinion that men ought to marry ? 

Trueman paused* You have doubt- 
less observed, said he, that the author 
does not say that there are no circunar 
stances which can justify a single life ; for 
most general rules have some exceptions. 

Nothing can be plainer, said Martin; 
but when 1 apply the subject to myself, 
though I wish, and intend to marry, yet 
so many objections present themselves, 
that respecting my own duty in the case 
1 hesitate, and hardly know what conclu- 
sion to form. 

Difficulties there certainly are, S2^id 
Trueman ; but on an attentive examina- 
tion, some of them perhaps may vanis)i ; 
for marriage is ordained of God, and 
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whatever is sanctioned by his authority^ 
must on the whole conduce to our happi- 
ness. Let us therefore freely contemplate 
the principal dilEculties which occur to 
our recollection. 

The first difficulty then, said Martiti, 
which we may notice, is the expence of a 
family. I need not enlarge on the fluc- 
tuating state of the times, and the uncer- 
tainty of success in business ; we have 
numerous examples daily before our eyes, 
which are truly distressing. The price 
of provisions has eiicreased enormously 
within a. few years ; and to what g:reater 
excess the present system may yet be car- 
ried, it is impossible to calculate. These 
considerations, I am persuaded, prevent 
many persons from marrying. 

I believe they do, replied Trueman; but 
let us recollect the subject of our inquiry 
is not how we shall be rich, but what will 
render us happy. Without faith in God 
there can be no real happiness ; and 
though prudence requires that we should 
use the means which he has put in our 
power, to provide things honest in the 
sight of all men ; yet I am fully convinced, 
that success depends more upon the bless- 
ing of God, than I have ever before been 
led to conceive. 

I acknowledge the justice of your ob- 
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servation, said Martin ; I have considered 
the iastruction of our Lord, referred to by 
the author, concerning the fowls of the 
air ; and I admire the providence of God 
towards Jacob. I have read the whole of 
his history over again, that I might feel 
the full import of that expression referred 
to in it: ''With my staff I passed over 
this Jordan, but now I am oecome two 
bands/' You will allow, however, that 
the expences of a fitmily are a very seri-* 
ouls consideration. \: 

I do allow it, answered Trueman ; but 
I confess that I have considered it in a 
more fevourable I^t To ma it appears* 
that the expences crf'a single mail, are often 
equal to those of one who is married ; but 
his comforts will bear no comparison with 
what he might enjoy with a suitable part- 
ner. A man, for instance, whose busi-^ 
ness requires that he should keep a house 
and servants, without reckoning his ex- 
pensive pleasures, frequently finds, that 
for want of a person, so much interested 
in the prudent management of his domes- 
tic concerns, as a wife would be, his ex- 
pences at the year's end, are equal to what 
would be sufficient to maintain a frugal 
family. Mr. Edmonds assured me that 
his housekeeping, with the same number 
of servants, does not cost him more now 
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be hM two children, than it did wheft he 
was i^ingle. And Mr. Freeman, who has 
three, says, he used to spend all hiB m- 
eeme when single, but his expensive plea* 
sures nevter afforded him those rational 
delights which he now enjoys ; yet he 
can now resenre something every year, to- 
wai*ds a provision fbr settling his chil- 
Aven. It frequently happens, when a wife 
lb a {)i<udent maSMW, that instead of in- 
erauittg^ sdie fehliy dimimshes a tnaft's 
eicpences. Certainly this is not generally 
4m caM; b«t yon Icnow I eonld refer to 
Mine <of 'Oar own ac<|tiaintanee, vH^o wer^ 
BKMT M( {^roKperoufi as since they have 
iMen married* I eatniot hi^ thinking 
fmx there i» n parttcniar btessin^ attend- 
ing the marriagie state, when it is entered 
into in ^ fear of God, and in dqpendance 
on his providence. 

I acknowledge, said Martin, that I have 
had thoughts of the same nature. Whe- 
ther it is to be attributed to a particular 
blessing from God, or not, I will not pre- 
tend to determine ; but I have remarked 
that several, since they have been married 
succeeded much better, and have become 
much more respectable than they w«re 
before. However, as this topic will come 
under our consideration again, I will, \i 
you please, mention another objection, of 
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a very serious nature. I have in view < a 
person you know very well, who has mar- 
ried a female mmter, instead of a wife ;; a 
mistake which makes him both ridiculous 
and miserable. To bear such an afflictioif 
one needs to be endowed with the par 
tiquce of Socrates. What a pitiable situa«- 
tioa,, to be bound for life to sUch a char 
racter ! I had rather live in a garret, with 
peace aad quietness, than in the most 
splendid mansion with contention a^d 
strife. 

I am of your opinion, said Trueman, 
that, to avoid such a mistake is of the ut- 
luost consequence to our future happi-r 
nass: it is impossible to 'be too scrupu-^ 
lously cautious to escape such an afflic- 
tion. Our friend Adams, for to him I 
know you allude, is in a miserable aituar 
tion indeed : it is impossible to be long in 
company with him and tiis wife,, without 
beiQg' shocked at the disrespect with 
which she treats him : it seems to be ^ 
pleasure tQ her to mortify him,, and mak^ 
him appear ridiculouSt 

I have frequeptly observed it, replied 
Martin ; I wonder how he has patience tp 
benr it; I. never could endure to live witt^ 
such;A woinan^ 

Y^ou, have forgotteD^ my; desCr firjlendi 
($aid Trueipdjan, i^i, ^omt^, wliom yo.u 
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16 ON MATRITVIONY. 

just now mentioned, attributed his supe- 
rior patience to his having such a wife. 

J[ am willing to allow that patience is 
an inestimable virtue, answered Martin, 
but I hope it will never be my hard lot to 
obtain it at the expence of such a sacri- 
fice : but, as cases of almost a similar 
nature are not very uncommon, I must 
acknowledge that it appears to me that 
matrimony is rather a hazardous enter- 
prise. 

It is lamentable, said Trueman, that 
there are so many like Mrs. Adams ; and 
yet, perhaps, Mr. Adams had as little rea- 
son to suspect, when he married her, that 
she would prove so perverse, as our friend 
Mr. Beaumont had, who has the happi- 
ness to possess one, whose character and 
conduct, are so amiable and excellent. 

Perhaps, said Martin, a well-informed , 
and impartial examiner of human nature 
might have discovered before-hand, either 
in his or her opinions and manners, that 
which would most probably produce the 
unhappy effect. But it too frequently 
happens that in seeking a partner for life, 
persons lay the greatest stress upon tri- 
fles, and entirely overlook matters of the 
greatest importance. These things vdll 
naturally come under our consideration, 
as we proceed in our inquiries ; but, a8 
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you have mentioned our friend Mr. Beau- 
moot and his amiable wife, let us turn 
our conversation, for the present, to the 
favourable side of the subject. 

With great pleasure, said Trueman ; fdr 
the happiness ienjoyed by our friend Beau- 
mont, is so far superior to the pleasures 
generally pursued by single men, that a 
few such examples are sufficient to en- 
courage one to marry. 

And yet you must have observed, an- 
swered Martin, that their conduct towards 
each other is perfectly natural, nothing 
is overdone, or carried to excess; the 
whole of her behaviour to him is ex- 
pressive of affection and reverence ; and 
all his to her, manifests esteem and love. 
It is impossible to spend an evening with , 
them, without admiring- the propriety of 
their carriage to each other; nor do I 
ever quit their company without wishing' 
myself so happily married. 

Impressions of the same nature have 
frequently been left upon my mind, after 
visiting them, said Trueman ; and I do 
not wonder at it, for I never heard an ex» 
pression drop from themj that I could 
wish had not been uttered ; nor witnessed 
any .behaviour that I could wish had been 
altered : and yet, while you admire their 
conduct, and feel so much satisfaction in 

c 
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Tfeflectiiig on it, trpon strict examination, 
it ^11 seems so natural, as if it conld not 
be otherwise ; nothing is required but to 
love one another, and endeavour to please 
'each other, and it is done. Several of 
^ur acquaintance are equally happy ; I 
think, therefore, we may safely conclude, 
that with prudent management, in the 
choice of a suitable companion, we may 
be happy too. 



CHAP. III. 

¥T is not at all surprising, thai there are 
so many unhappy marriages, said Mar- 
tin, when the motives that induce young 
persons in general to give the preference 
to each other are considered. It cannot 
be otherwise, when no inquiry is made 
after a conformity of opinions, and a taste 
for .similar enjoyments, especially of a 
domestic nature ; without which it is im- 
possible for them to be happy. 
" Your remarks are just, said Trueman, 
for on mature consideration of the sub- 
ject, the wonder ceases, that in the mar- 
riage state so few persons are happy ; the 
wonder is, that so many in that state con- 
tinue to IItc together. The misery that 



ON MATRIMONY. 19 

wives and hnsbaods so frequently occa*' 
sion each other, is the natural result; of 
the want of suitable dispositions, ^ to pro- 
mote that mutual aOfeotion: which tbey 
ought always to cherish. Indeed, I angi 
more and more convinced, that the diflSl- 
culty of selecting a suitable companion, i^ 
equal to - its importance. It is^ therefioiee, 
th« more necessary to examine the subject 
with the utmost attention ; that we may 
proceed in the choice, with all the circuijir 
spection tliat an affair of such cou^e- 
quence to our future happines3 requires. 

In that we perfectly ag^ee^ said Martin, 
^ljtt I am inclined to tibink, that wl^^ si 
man ha$. thorougUy considered tlw^ nar 
ture of the engagement h^ is g^ing to 
make, and seeks a comp^J^io^ U^ ^ WXtr 
able tempei? of mind> witb just ifiaws, 
and without art or disguise,, la^^ wiJ^ not 
be disappointed : for, if married persons 
do not increase each others happin^s^^ we 
are warranted, from the nature of tbe in 
stitution itself, to conclude, that the£a,uU 
must be in themselves. 

I am fully convinced, said Trueman, 
that it is so in the case of Mr.Granford. Ho- 
knew that Miss Downton was in no re- 
spect a suitable match for hiJKi, e>(cept 
that she possessed considerable property; 
but he has discovered now, what perhaps- 

c 2 
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he did not so much as suspect before, tliat 
a man misty increase his property, without 
making any addition to his happiness. 

Now you have mentioned the subject, 
said Martin, what is your opinion re- 
specting that point ? When a man is seek- 
ing for a wife, ought he to make the pro- 
perty of the person a consideration? I 
know that it is the principal object in the 
opinion of many, and has frequently a ' 
very great influence in fixing the choice 
of l30th parties, 

I cannot say that I have not reflected 
on this part of the subject, observed 
Trueman ; but, with your leave, we will 
reserve the question for the opinion of 
our friend Theophilus, as he has partly 
made you a promise of his company. 

Deferring that consideration then, said 
Martin, what do you conceive to be the 
principal qualities that sliould be sought 
for in a wife ? 

That too, said Trueman, must depend 
in a great measure upon a man's situation 
in life, which must determine the qualifi^ 
cations of a woman for the duties requi- 
>site. The marriage union blends, not 
only the names, the property, and the in- 
terests, but the very beings of the parties; 
" they are one flesh.'* They must be every 
thing to each other, or the happiness of 






ON MATRIMONY. 21 

the conjugal state will not be r^^Uzed by 
them. .; . , 

Every one that seeks a coii^p^nion fqi 
life, should be deeply impressed with thia^ 
idea. A profusion of w^ealth, or splendid 
accomplishments, may be useless. There 
may be no occasion for the one^ aad i\q 
opportunity of displaying* the other. Thn 
most desirable things in a wife, is a com-* 
panion and friend ; one who wil} particir 
pate in all his joys, and alleviate his spfT 
rows ; one to whom he can disclose all 
his heart. The feelings he wishes her to 
possess, he must himself cultivate. Theiy 
views of what constitutes duty and hapr 
piness, must coincide ; their miads must 
be formed to taste the same pleasures, 
and to enjoy tlie same company. When 
this is not the case, pue pr other must 
uial^e great sacriftces, or they wjU be^very 
unhappy. 

The case of M^f Cranford £|,nd his wife, 
jsaid Martin, exemplifies your rem^'lfs. 
Their opipions in some things are so dif- 
ferent, that what is pleasure to oqe, is thp 
other's aversion. . Those differences before 
msirriage were concieal^d from each other, 
but were soon ^fjter discovered. ' H^d 
they really loved oqe another, with a lit- 
tle judiqipus wj^pageiweut, tljiey mjght 
have compron^i^ed tlieir ^iffereflicj^, ^{^ 

c 3 
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lived happily. Their slender acquaint- 
ance rendered it impossible for them to 
determine whether they could be happy 
together. A strife for mastery, and a 
spirit of contradiction, soon took place. 
The proposal of the one, merely from a 
love of opposition, is rejected by the 
other. Perpetual verangling is the neces- 
sary result, and the conjugal state is 
made the subject of unmerited animad- 
version. 

I have frequently observed that myself, 
said Trueman ; nothing can be more ridi- 
culous, as all their acquaintance are con- 
vinced that their misery originates vrith 
themselves. Their foolishly charging it 
upon matrimony, makes them appear con- 
temptible, and keeps them blind to the 
real cause of their vi^retchedness, and 
prevents them from using the only means 
by which they might extricate themselves 
from that pitiable condition. A similarity 
of S[entiment, therefore, as well as of tem- 
per and taste, appears to me indispensi- 
bly necessary, in order to escape such an 
affliction ; for surely it can be viewed iti 
no other light, when those live in perpe- 
tual strife and opposition, who possess all 
the outward means of happiness. 

Had Mr. Cranford conversed vnth Miss 
Downton, on the duties of the marriage* 
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state, and on what constitutes domestic 
happiness, it is probable tliey never would 
have been married, But the money was 
his object, and the fear of losing the prize 
made him wink at those inclinations m 
Miss Pownton which he ought to hav^ 
known would prevent their happiness. 
At the same time it induced him to con- 
ceal from her his real opinions, and true 
character. This must generally be the 
case in mere matches of interest; the par- 
ties are under the necessity of concealing 
every thing in their own character, which 
they ought to discover, and of overlook- 
ing every thing which they ought to no- 
tice, and mention, in the temper and con- 
duct of the persons they desire to obtain 
in marriage. ' 

How different are the feelings and corf- 
duct of the man, said Martin, who seri- 
ously considers that his happiness, must 
depend upon the happiness of his wife : he 
is open and ingenuous ; he has nothing to 
conceal from her he wishes to unite with; 
he well knows that he must be all to her, 
or it will be impossible for her to be every 
thing to him. •: 

I believe you are right, answered True- 
man ; simplicity and sincerity, without art 
or guile, are certainly necessary in the 
man whose object is to obtain for himself 
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a frieud, on whom, in a great measure, hi^ 
happiness is to depend. 

But, said Martin, does not the man that 
acts on this principle run the risk of los- 
ing his object, and being treated with ridi- 
cule ? 

I think not, answered Trueman ; for, 
though I believe that some young ladies 
would be rather disgusted at first with 
sincerity and truth, which (to ]the disgrace 
of some writers) they have been taught to 
laugh at, as puritanical and precise ; yet, 
even they, after a little coni^ideration^ 
would prefer fidelity to deceitfulness. But 
if any should come in our way, who are 
so thoughtless as to reject any thing seri- 
ous, it is evidently necessary that they be- 
come wiser, before they are fit to be wives 
and mothers. 

I think with you, observed Martin, that 
those ladies deserve to be left to them- 
selves, who affect to despise sincerity: 
their condition is pitiable. , I knew an in- 
stance in a particular friend of miqe, who 
paid his addresses to a young lady whpm 
he intended to marry, should he find in 
her 'such a conformity of opinions ae 
shoi^ld encourage the expectation of hap- 
piness^ After a slight acquaintance had 
subsisted between theip for ^om^ time, 
9^nd persons began tp spe^ pf tbepi as 
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rather particular friends, he considered it 
needful to enter into serious conversation 
on the subject of domestic concerns, and 
religious opinions, and social enjoyments; 
but from that time his company became 
impleasant to her, and at last disagree- 
able. After making several attempts to 
engage her in serious conversation, which 
she always evaded, she frankly told him 
that she thought him too religious for her, 
for which reason his visits were not desir- 
able. "He considered this a denial, and 
niever visited her again. 

I think he acte^ with propriety, daid 
Trueman ; his sincerity was an honour to 
his character; and if she was disgusted 
with his religion, she was not blameable 
in telling him so ; for it is impossible for 
a gay woman to be truly happy with a re- 
ligious man. Therefore I do think the 
more sincere and open we are, in declar- 
ing our sentiments, the more likely we are 
to meet with a suitable companion ; and, 
except we do meet with one, who can cor- 
dially unite with us in the same mind and 
judgment, we cannot reasonably expect, 
to enjoy all the happiness which the mar- 
riage-state is capable of producing. 

I am hgeppy to find, said Martin, that 
our opinions perfectly harmonize ; 1 have 
requested our friend Theophilus to meet 
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lis to-morroir evening; when we will re- 
sume our conyersations on the subject. 



CHAR IV. 

X17*H,EN Theophilus arrived, he congra- 
, tulated his friends on the receut 
change in the nature of their pleasures, 
and expressed his hope that the path they 
were now pursuing would increase their 
usefulness, and promote their happiness. 
The subject of your inquiry, continued 
Theophilus, is indeed of the utmost im« 
portance. I rejoice that you are both 
sensible of the necessity of making your- 
selves thoroughly acquainted with every 
thing that constitutes, the happiaess of a 
married life, before you engage in an affair 
of such consequence. To take a wife, is 
to form that connexion in which every, 
thing that is dear to us, both for time and 
eternity, is involved. 

You have observed that many persons 
are exceedingly miserable, while others en- 
joy a considerable share of domestic hap- 
piness ; you do well, therefore, to investi- 
gate the causes of this difference, that you 
may obtain wisdom by the example of 
others. At the sanie time^ it is necessary 
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that you should ask direction of the Fa- 
ther of mercies, that while you seek for a 
companion, you may obtain his blessing 
with her ; for " a prudent wife is from the 
Lord." She will prove a *' true yoke-fel- 
low" to her husband; ** she will do him 
good, and not harm, all the days of her- 
life," Be assured, my friends, that it will 
afford me great satisfaction to assist you 
jn this momentous inquiry. , 

After th^y had expressed their grati- 
tude to Theophilus for the readiness with 
which he complied with their request, 
Martin said. In our last conversation we 
agreed to propose the question to you, 
that we might hear your opinion, whe- 
ther a man ought to make the property of 
the woman he desires for a wife a con- 
sideration ? 

This question, replied Theophilus, is 
acknowledged by every one to be of great 
importance ; it involves in it several con- 
siderations which must be attended to, or 
it will be impossible to answer it in a sa- 
tisfactory manner. We may remark, in 
geu^ral, that much depends on the station 
a man occupies in society, and the style 
t)f life which is suitable to his connexions. 
The expectations of the person he means 
to marry, and of her friends, must also be 
considered. An attentive examination of 
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these particulars, will probably enable a 
person to decide the question. 

Whenever a man is to be guided by the 
opinion of others, it is generally necessary 
to consult the friends of both parties; but 
aright understanding between themselves 
ought never to be neglected, for nothing 
tends more to produce unhappiness in the 
marriage-state, than disappointed expec- 
tations. 

Instances of this fact are very numer- 
ous. Most persons indulge the hope of 
increasing their happiness by marrying ; 
but comparatively few expect to find their 
happiness completed, merely by making 
the person happy with whom they are 
united. Yet this should be the chief 
object. But mixed motives, respecting 
the opinions, of others, are frequently in- 
dulged; and if they are disappointed, by 
not obtaining that respectability in society 
which they expected, it deprives them of 
happiness. 

When Mr. Willoughby married Miss 
Freeman, there was every appearance of 
its being a very advantageous match for 
her. For the first year they were very 
happy ; but the unexpected failure of a 
house of considerable trade, in which 
much of his property was embarked, 
obliged him to reduce his establishment. 
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Though the style in which they lived af- 
terwards was superior to what she en- 
joyed before marriage, yet she could 
never be satisfied. To retrench was her 
aversion. Much of his time was Spent in 
endeavouring to obtain a house to please 
her, and much expense . was incurred by 
engaging several in different places, each 
of wnich, he thought, would have suited ; 
but such was the state of her mind, that 
nothing could give her satisfaction. She 
had objections to make to every one, 
which obliged him to relinquish them with 
loss. Thus, instead of being a comfort to 
him in his affliction, she harrassed him by 
her ill-humour, and was a greater trouble 
to him than his loss; which, indeed, would 
have been trifling, if she had borne it 
with fortitude ; had she soothed and en- 
couraged him, it might even have increas- 
ed their happiness. At last, he had his 
furniture removed into a house, of which 
he hoped she would approve; this was 
done while she was on a visit to a friend, 
expecting, that when every thing was pre- 
pared for her reception, she would be 
content ; but when she came to see it, she 
made so many objections, and set herself 
so entirely against it, that he could not 
^ssibly induce her to sleep in it a single 
night. This obliged him to resolve never 
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to hire another without her presence and 
approbation. This he fbund it difficult to 
obtain; but, she was at last obliged to fix 
on one from uaere necessity. However, 
nothing ceuld satisfy her, and it is pro- 
bable» that this circumstance hastened her 
death» which happened not many monUis 
alter settling in her new habitation.' 

We all remember that it was the deter- 
mination of Mr. Cranford never to marry 
^ aay woman, unless she was possessed of 
considerable property. He married Miss 
Dowuton, and ever since has been aa 
exam|ile to ali his acquaintance, of the 
truith of that saying: '* Better is a dry 
iQorsei with quietness, than a house fuU 
oi dainties with strife." The peasa^t, who 
labours for his daily bread, and lives in 
the meanest cottage with a good wife, is 
a thousand times more happy than Mr. 
Cranford with all the abundance which 
he possesses. Yet no one pities him, be- 
cause it was evident that it was the money 
for which he married. We ought not, 
however, to suppose, that it was the cir- 
cumstance of Mrs. Cranford's being very 
rioh, that has made her and her husband 
imhappy ; it was their folly, in neglecting 
to inquire into the state of each other's 
tempers and opinions. Mr. Cranford 

uu^ hsM^e Qk^rc^d anotber person equally 
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rich, ^ith whom he might have enjoyed 
great pleasure, had she been of a dispo- 
sition suitable to his own. 

I knew a man who hiad no ptopelrty 
himself, but was a man of good charac- 
ter, and well-informed mind, who mar- 
ried a woman of considerable propirtrty, 
and enjoys a very great degree of domestic, 
happiness. The improvement of his cii'- 
cumstances by marriage has greatly in- 
creased his happiness seveml ways, more 
particularly, it has increased his ability 
to do good, employment in which he de- 
lights. I* He is given to hospitality, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate.^--^ 
It is a real blessing to possess property, 
with a disposition to make a proper use 
of it; **it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.** It is not money itself, but 
*^ the love of money ,^ which is the root of 
all evil.'* 

As^money will not make persons hap- 
py, who are not in other respects suit- 
able companions, neither will it prevent 
their happiness, if their hearts are united 
in affection, and their passions governed 
by reason and religion. 

It is evident, said Martin, that money 
cannot make people happy; it depends 
entirely on the use of it ; but every one 
knows, that it has great influenee on 

li 2 
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character, and on education, which in 
some measure tends to form the charac- 
ter. 

If the possession of property always 

- implied a well-educated mind, said The- 
ophilus, it would be of great consequence 
indeed ; but it frequently happens, that 
young ladies of considerable property, 
have but a very superficial education. It 
is natural for children and young persons, 
to be attentive to those trifling accom- 
plishments, which are easily attained, 
and make the most show, in preference 
to more useful knowledge, wMcn requires 
labour and study. Hie fimito of which, 
cannot be seen perhaps for many yean. 
|t is. also easier, and frequently more pro* 
fitable to teachers, to m^e as much show 
as possible, in the progress of their pu- 
pils, than to plant deep the radical prin- 

r ciples of learning. Hence, a superficial 
acquaintance with a few fashionable ac- 
complishments, too often serves instead of 
a well informed mind, and the best orna- 
ment of the female character — a well- 
governed temper. 

A considerable share of vanity is ge- 
nerally the consequence of this error, into 
which the afiOiuent are in more danger of 
falling, than their less honoured neigh- 
bours : the reason is obvious— the chil- 
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dren of persons who are known to pos- 
sess considerable property, are generafly 
indulged and flatterfetd, and a prospect of 
shining in th6 world, with which they are 
soon made acquainted, is very unfavour- 
able to the cultivation of the ornament of 
a meek and humble spirit ; yet, of all the 
ornaments which ever adorn a woman, 
this is the best. Its influence is irresisti- 
ble, it captivates all hearts ; it is the 
greatest blessing to the person possessing* 
it, and makes every one happy with whom 
she is connected. While this inestimable 
treasure is too freqiiently neglected by the 
affluent, it is often obtained by persons 
destitute of their advantages, who are 
seldom commended except for their di- 
ligence or their humility. A well-edu- 
cated mind, is in many eases, of more 
importance than property. It is a pity 
that persons possessing property, do not 
always unite them ; but that they do not 
is manifest/ 

' The education of the present race of 
females," says a popular writer, ' is not 
very favourable to domestic happiness.' 
For my own part, I calf education not 
that which smothers a woman with ac- 
complishments, but tliat which tends to 
consolidate ' a firm and regular system of 
dtiaracter ; . that which tends to form a 

u 3 
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l^riendy a companion, an^ a wife. I call 
education not that which is made up of 
the shreds and patches of useless arts, 
but that which inculcates principles, 
polishes taste, regulates t^nper, cultivates 
reason, subdues the passions, directs the 
feelings, habituates to reflection, trains to 
self-denial, and more especiaHy, that 
which refers all actions, feelings, sen- 
timents, tastes, and passions, to the love 
and fear of God.* 

A considerable number of females who 
have had the advantage of a good educa- 
tion, have little or no property; therefore 
the possession of property is a very un- 
certain criterioa by which to judge of the 
cultivation of the mind. 

There is another consideration, which, 
in my opinion, deserves to be mentioned, 
namely, that a man may have too much 

firoperty as well as too little. " He that 
oveth silver, shall not be satisfied with 
silver ; nor he that loveth abundance with 
' increase." 

^ Beyond the golden mean strive not to go, 
His wants are boundless whose desires are so.' 

•* But wisdom is profitable to direct." 
If I met with a person who was suitable 
in other respecter, I should consider her 
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posBessions as of comparativdiy little ini- 
portaiAce. 

My friend Mr. Csunpbell, enjoys in a 
very high d^ree the pleasures of the 
marriage state, whose conduct was ex- 
actly the reverse of Mr. Cranford's ; he 
resolved that he would not marry a wo- 
man of property. He reasoned thus :— 
My income is sufficient for all the pur- 
poises of retired life — if i marry a woman 
of property, her connexions will probably 
be extensive, and they will expect us to 
live in a style which they may conceive to 
be suitable to our rank ; but if I marry a 
sensible woman without money, no such 
claims can be laid upon her, and we can 
live as we please, in the enjoyment of 
peace. I do not mention my friend 
Campbell as an example, but merdly to 
show the difference of opinions on the 
subject. I neither commend nor blame 
his resolution; for thousands of amiable 
apd excellent women are possessed of 
great property, and there are thousands 
who are intolerably vain and proud, 
without any. 

We are exceedingly obliged, said Mar- 
tin, for your opinion on the first question, 
which I perceive has led jrou to glance at 
most of thMopics we iatended to mention, 
for indeed tiiey are idl closely connected. 
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It is obvious, replied Trueman, that the 
possession of property must have consider 
able influence on a person's c6nnexions, 
and habits of life, on the temper, the charac- 
ter, and probably its influence in regard 
to religion, is also very considerable ; each 
of these topics must come under our con- 
sideration. 

But, if Theophilus has no objection, I 
should like to know somelliing of th6 his- 
tory of his singular friend Mr. Campbell; 
for whether his example be considered as 
good or bad, there is.no danger at present 
of its becoming fashionable. 

Your observation is just, said Theo^ 
philus. However his magnanimity may be 
admired by some, as a deviation from the 
cominon track, or applauded by others 
as a bold speculation, we may safely con- 
clude, that he will have very few imita- 
tors. It is sufficient for our present pur- 
pose to observe, that it fully answered hi» 
expectation. I believe that few men en- 
joy a greater share of domestic happiness 
than my valuable friend. As some parts 
of his history may serve to illustrate the 
subject of our inquiry, on some Aiture 
occasion they shall be related. 

Let us now consider what other quali- 
ties are necessary for happiness. A beau- 
tiful face, and an elegant person^ have a 
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commanding influence, and are generally 
eagerly sought after. Wherever these are 
possessed in a considerable degree^ a 
maa had need be particularly cautious 
lest these dazzling qualities should make 
him overlook some peculiarities of tem- 
per, for which External appearances can 
never be a sufficient compensation. When 
these excellencies are accompanied by a 
well-informed mind, coupled with humi- 
lity, they are irresistible ; but however it 
may flatter a man'si vanity to possess a 
beautiful or elegant woman, if she be ig* 
noranit, vain, or high-spirited, his expec- 
tation of ddmestic happiness will certamly 
be disappointed. 

The qualities of the mind and of tiie 
heart are of superior importance. A mind 
Tirell stored with knowledge, is not only 
ornamente^l, but exceedingly useful; it 
makes a woman an agreeable companion, 
and qualifies her for conducting the affairs 
of a family, and superintending the edu- 
cation of the children; but it is still more 
essential to happiness, that the passions 
and affections be governed by the re- 
straints of reason and religion. Defi- 
ciencies of the former kind, may be more 
easily supplied by the instructions of a 
kind husband, than those of the latter. 

If young men were to converse with 
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their female acquaintance on the natnre 
of domestic happinegs, and on the im- 
portance of family duties, they would soon 
discover, whether there appeared a pro- 
bability of their making good wives and 
mothers. 

Of this my friend Goodman was well 
aware. He paid his addresses to a young 
person who had neglected the improve- 
ment of her mind ; the season of youth 
had been trifled away; the time which 
should have been devoted to useful studies 
was spent in amusements. This could 
not escape the observation of Goodman, 
he discovered it almost immediately ; but 
happily, she had become sensible of her 
deficiency^ and regretted her lost oppor- 
tunities. This she expressed with so much 
sincerity, when the conversation led na- 
turally to it, that he thought the defect 
might be remedied, especially if she 
should prove to be possessed of more es- 
sential qualities, it was not long before 
some favourable circumstances occurred 
to prove her to be a dutiful daughter, an 
obliging friend, humane and e&mpassionaie 
to working people^ and a friend to the 
poor. These excellencies induced him to 
continue his acquaintance, till he should 
obtain satis^siction respecting her views of 
religion. It was not long before an op- 
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portunity offered which completed hi» 
wishes. A popular minister was amiounced 
to preach a charity sermon ; she was de- 
sirous of heating him, and requested 
Goodman to accotnpany her. He gladly 
embraced the opportunity^ resolving not 
to miss 'such a favourable occasion to con^ 
verse upon that subject which he coiisi«- 
dered of the utmost consequence io his 
future happiness. 

When the service was over, be asked 
her bow she liked the sermon* It may, 
said she, proceed from n^y ignorance, that 
I did not understand the arguments used, 
but I really was not comfortable: ^m 
doctrine did not suit me. 

In what respect ? said he. 

I am fearfiiL she replied, that it mav^^ 
80em arrogant in me, to difi«r from such 
a. great man, but I cannot help it; either 
I do not understand him, or he does not 
understand the fundamental doctrine of 
the Christian religion. But, pray what is 
your opinion of the sermon ? 

You shall know my opinion, answered 
he; but first tell me in what respects you 
principally differ from the preacner ? 

I doubt whether I can explain my 
meaning clearly, said she, but it is some« 
thing like this : — A zood sermon, in my 
ofittMBi she^it t^iau&tibe way to hea 
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ven. When heaving a sermon, I expect 
to receive such instructions as shall an- 
swer this inquiry, "What must I do to 
be saved ?" When the sermon is fipished, 
I generally examine what infoimation I 
have received in answer to this question. 
The sermon we have just heard, has left 
this impression — if we do what we can to 
serve God, especially if we are charitable 
to the poor, we shall go to heavep. Did I 
understand the preacher or not? 

You certainly did not mistake his mean- 
ing, answered Goodman. The same feeling 
1 suppose, was left on the minds of all^ 
the congregation ; indeed, that was pl^e- 
cisely t^e impression the sermon was in- 
tended to make. In what respects do 
you differ from the preacher ? 

I cannot think, answered she, that hea- 
ven is to be obtained as a reward for do- 
ing our duty; such an opinion is contrary 
to the scripture doctrine of redemption 
by Jesus Christ, and salvation by faith in 
him. How is heaven to be obtained by . 
charity? Ought we not to be charitable? 
When we are so, have we done any thing 
to atone for our sins, or deserve the fa- 
vour of God ? So the preacher seems to 
think ; but I cannot be of his opinion. 

You must be sensible, said he, that you 
are rather singular ; for nine persons oi\X 
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out of ten, 9it least, w6uld agree Mrith the 
preacher. 

Xhat, • answered she, I can readily be- 
lieve ; for it is not long since I should have 
agreed with him myself. But pray vvrhat 
is your opinion ? Tell me plainly, did you 
approve of the sermon ? 

1 really didjiQt, said he ; and for the rea- 
29on which you have assigned. But I am 
anxious to know what has produced a 
change in your sentiments, since you inti- 
,mate that formerly you would have heard 
this sermon veith satisfaction. 

I have s^t under this doctrine all my 
life, answered she, and had no suspicion 
of its being erroneous, till the death of a 
near relation, vvrho was particularly dear 
to me, made me resolve to put it into 

fractice. I began to reason thus. Have 
done v^hat I could to serve God? 1 can- 
not say that I have. Have I loved my 
neighbour as myself? Certainly not.— 
These reflections brought me into a very 
penitent state. I was sorry for my past 
sins: I resolved in future to keep the 
commandments: I resolutely determined 
to serve God, and to do as I would be 
done by ; but, the more I endeavoured to 
.perform my .duty, the more deeply I was 
convinced of what the Scripture calls the 
plague of the heart; till at last I was^ 

E 
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forced to conclude that, if God did not 
save me of his pure mercy, I must be lost 
for ever. In this state of mind I went to 
visit a female acquaintance, who took me 
to hear a sermon. The text was, " What 
shall we do, that we might work the 
works of God? Jesus answered and said 
unto them. This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath sent/' 
The preacher described all my feelings, 
and clearly proved the impossibility of a 
sinner being justified by doing his duty. 
He then explained how Jesus Christ en- 
gaged to fulfil all righteousness for us ; 
how he redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, by being made a curse for us, and 
completed the work of our redemption, 
by his own sufferings and death. He 
showed that this is the only work with 
which God is well pleased, and through 
which sinners can be saved. He next 
proved to demonstration to my mind, that 
whosoever believes in Jesus Christ will be 
saved. These were glad tidings of great 
joy indeed to me. 1 believed, and was 
happy. Ever since, all my hope is in Je- 
sus Christ : for this reason it is impossible 
for me to approve of the sermon we have 
heard to day. Now let me hear your 
opinion. 

1 think, answered he, that you are per- 
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fectly right. To represent that we are to 
obtain heaven by our obedience and cha- 
rity, is to set aside the gospel of Jesus 
Chri&t, and to niake void the whole Chris- 
tian system; to illustrate the idea by a 
Scripture expression, it is to " frustrate 
the grace of God ; for if righteousness 
come by the law, then Christ is dead in 
vam. 

This conversation completely fixed the ' 
determination of Goodman. At their next 
interview they conferred on the nature of 
the engagement which persons make when 
they marry ; on tjhe principal things which 
constitute the happiness of married per- 
sons ; on the state of his own domestic 
affairs, and the prospect he had of being 
happy with a suitable companion. He 
found her not only willing to enter into 
his views, but desirous of instruction. — 
They were married ; and all his leisure 
hours were employed with his wife, in- 
structing her in whatever he thought use- 
ful, or ornamental: and he has assured 
me, that these were some of the happiest 
hours of his life. 

It is reasonable to suppose they were, 
said Martin. How rational such emjjloy- 
ment! Much more suitable to the dignity 
of the human character, than most of the 
pleasures pursued by single men. 

E 2 
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Your obsertration is just, said Truetnan^ 
yet, it is but a little while ago that we 
should have laughed at the idea; and I 
am persuaded that it would appear ridi- 
culous to many of our acquaintance. 

True, said Martin, and this convinces 
me that it is very illiberal to ridicule any 
one for differing from us in opinion. Some 
of our former pleasures, which we thought 
manly and becoming, we now renounce, 
perhaps, as rashness and folly ; and proba- 
bly, ere long, we may embrace sentiments 
and perform duties which at present would 
appear to us little better than ridiculous. 
But we must not forget that our friend 

. Theophilus has not yet given us his opi- 
nion on some things which have been men- 
tioned. The principal which remain to 
be considered are, I believe, connexions, 

habits of life, and religion. 

The two former, said Theophilus, may 
be quickly dismissed ; but the latter, which 
indeed, in some respects, includes the 
others, requires rather more 6onsideratioil : 
but they must be the subjects of our next 
conversation. 
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CHAP. V. 



AT the appointed hour, Theophilus be- 
gan the conversation, hy observing 
that when persons marry, it sometimes, 
happens tha.t connexions, on one side or 
the other, must be entirely relinquished* 
The woman most frequently has this sa- 
crifice to make; particularly when called 
to follow her Jinsband to a different part 
of the country, or, as it sometimes hap- 
pens, to a foreign land ; but in general 
such entire separations are not necessary 
on either side. It is of importance, how- 
ever, that each should be acquainted with 
what would be expected by the other. 

' This subject might be introduced occa- 
sionally with great advantage ; it would 
give an opportunity to describe the nature 
of the company we approve, and conse- 
quently of learning more particularly what 
company is most agreeable to the personin 
whose chara^cter, manners, and habits, we 
are so deeply interested. This key, used 
with discretion, will unlock all the secrets 
of the character, and show you what you 
have to hope or to fear ; it will lead to a 
discovery of the employments and plea- 
sures of the person you desire to become 
acquainted with, and by comparing these, 

^ 3 
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you may form an estimate of the probabir 
lity of her being able, on becoming a wife, 
to make the transition from present habits 
to those of a domestic nature. 
But that which is of the greatest im- 

{)ortance to a godl^ man, and should be 
lis chief concern, is to obtain a woman 
who fears God, and loves our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity ; for, as nothing but 
faith in Jesus Christ can support our 
minds in the prospect of death, without 
this there can be no substantial happi- 
ness. 

The marriage ceremony, as performed 
with us, reminds the parties that death 
will dissolve the union; they know the 
time will come when this must be real- 
ized: what then can be more consoling 
than * a sure and certain hope' of meeting 
again with joy, at the resurrection of the 
just ! 

To know that you are both convinced 
of this truth gives me great pleasure: it 
would be irrational to expect happiness 
with a wife of an opposite opinion. 

* True bliss, if men may reach it, is composed 
Of hearts in union, mutually disclosed ; 
And farewell else all hope of pure delight : 
Those hearts should be reclaim'd^ renewM^ up* 
right.' 

The first quality which should influ- 
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ence a real Christian iu thB choice of a 
wife, and which is superior to all others, 
is religion. Other requisites may be dis^ 
pensed with, without offending our Maker; 
Jrat neglecting this, we violate his express 
command. The believer is " at liberty to 
marry whom he will, otdy in the LiOrd^ 
Theophilus paused.—— 

That a woman destitute of the fear of 
God, cannot be a suitable helpmate for a 
good man, is obvious, said Martin. I 
should never think of marrying any one 
but a real Christian. 

We are united in opinion on that sub- 
ject, said Trueman; but, being only in- 
quirers after truth, we can haErdly be said 
to be confirmed in the Christian £8tith our- 
selves. Among so many opinions, the 
great difficulty is^ to distinguish the ap^ 
pearance of religion from its reality ! 

It must be evident to our friend Theo- 
philus, said Martin, that this difficulty is 
not imaginary, but real. Before we can 
pretend to judge of the religion of others, 
we must first be satisfied of the reality of 
our own. 

Your observations are just, said Theo- 
philus. The subject is difficult as well aii 
important ; yet, if you examine it atten- 
tively, you will, I am persui^ited, obtain 
satisfaction. 
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We must inquire what constitutes a. 
truly religious character; and those ap-. 
pearances which are most commonly mis- 
taken for it, must be examined. Happily 
for us, we have an infallible rule, by which 
to form our judgment; if we are deceived 
with the Bible in our hands, it must be 
our own fault. - 

I have no doubt of the truth of your as- 
sertion, said Martin ; yet you know that 
each denomination of Christians has its 
advocates, professing to prove from the 
scriptures the truths of their doctrines-r- 
how then are inquirers to judge of their 
claims, and to determine which is right? 

The great difficulty, replied Theophilus^ 
lies in suspending our judgment, till our 
minds, are furnished with a general know- 
ledge of the scriptures. Nothing is more 
prejudicial to the person who is inquir- 
ing after truth, than a party spirit, which 
it will be difficult to avoid, if we enter 
the mazes of controversy, before our minds 
are. well- stored with biblical knowledge. 

In every denomination there are those 
who are zealous to propagate the doctrines 
^vhich they have embraced. Persons un- 
der a religious concern are. particularly 
noticed by them. They "embrace every 
opportunity to converse with hdpeful cha-r 
racters, and to lend them books which 
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contain the doctrines for which they con- 
tend. These doctrines are generally con- 
firmed, by references to texts of scripture* 
The reader turns to those passages, and 
perceives an apparent agreement betweeri 
the dootrines of the writer, and the refer* 
ences he adduces ; and consequently 
supposes that he is deriving his knowledge 
Jkom the scriptures ; whereas in fact, not 
the scriptures, 1;>ut the comment of the 
writer is the foundation of his opinion.—^ 
Thus, instead of studying the scriptures 
to know the mind of Uod for themselves, 
many are employed in searching them, fot 
their confirmation in previous^ received! 
Systems. This is the ti'ue reason that s6 
inany different and very opposite opi- 
nions are held, under the plausible pre- 
tence of being sanctioned by the authority 
of the Bible. 

The truth of the former part of yout* 
observation, said Martin, I know by ex- 
perience. Controversial writings have 
been offered for my perusial, which I have 
declined accepting for the present. 

You had need be on your guard, said 
Theophilus ; it is of great iniportance for 
inquirers to be very cautious not to form 
hasty conclusions. Remember the apos- 
tolic exhortation : " Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vai^i 



50 ON MATRIMONY. 

« * 

deceit, after the traditionr of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ" 

This caution is the more necessary, be- 
cause y many walk in craftiness, handling 
the word of God deceitfully, and by good 
words, and fair speeches, deceive the 
hearts of the simple/' 

By these means many are drawn " awiiy 
from the truth, and are turned unto fa- 
bles." Others spend their whole lives in 
" vain janglings," "striving about words to 
no profit, but to the subverting of the 
hearers." Others are engaged in ** per- 
verse disputings by men of corrupt minds, 
who beguile unstable souls from the sim- 
plicity of Christianity," and involve them 
m the labyrinths of controversy. 

Such are represented by the word of 
inspiration, as " ever learning, but never 
able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." Their controversies promote strife ; 
the Christian doctrine promotes " godly 
edification and brotherly love." 

A party spirit is inimical to true godli- 
ness. True Christianity consists in god- 
liness and humanity. I use these terms in 
preference to piety and charity ^ because 
the latter by custom have become the 
common terms to denote a regular per- 
formance of religious rites, and giviuj 
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alms, both which are practised' by multi- 
tudes of all denominations, without either 
godliness or humanity. 

Christianity is an union of these, found- / 
ed on the belief of the gospel. The belief 
of the gospel always produces love to God^ \ 
and love to mankind. The Christian tem- 
per and character will appear in every 
believer in Jesus Christ. He fears God, \ 
and regards man as his brother. "/ If a 
man say I love God, and hat^th his bro- 
ther, he is a liar," says an Apostle. All 
mankind are brothers, and God's holy 
law requires that we should " Love our 
neighbour as ourselves.'^ 

Man by nature is proud and sdfish; the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ humbles hini, 
and makes him benevolent. Though no 
veal Christian expects to obtain heaven 
by the performance of duties, yet every 
true believer in Jesus Christ studies to do 
to others as he would that they should do 
to him. 

Numbers who call themselves Chris- 
tians are hard-hearted to the poor, and 
oppressive to servants and workmen. 
Others are revengeful, evil-speakers, sow- 
ers of discord among mankind. What- 
ever opinion such may entertain of them- 
selves, they have reason to fear that they 
will be Bumibered among those who have 
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^* a form of godliness, but are destitute 
of its power." 

From this brief sketch you may easily 
perceive, that he is not a Christian who is 
one outwardly ; but he is a real Christian 
who is one inwardly, in the spirit, and not 
in the letter, whose praise is not of men 
but of God. 

I perceive, said Trueman, tliat it is an 
easy thing to deceive ourselves, and, as 
an Apoaue expresses it, ^^ To think our- 
i^elves something when we are nothing." 
Ma^ God grant that we may be Christians 
indeed, and in truth ! 

It is of tbe utmost importance indeed, 
,said Martin, that we possess the true 
spirit of Christianity, without which, it is 
evident, that a mere profession will avail 
nothing. But do you advise us to discard 
all controversial writings? 

By no means, said Theophilus, that 
would be contrary to the apostolic max- 
im : " Prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good." But how are we to dis- 
tinguish truth from error, unless we are 
capable of holding the balances of the 
sanctuary with a firm hand? A person 
whose mind is not thoroughly furnished 

Jith a knowledge of the scriptures, can 
e no judge, because every author, ad- 
duces those passage which are supposed 
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to favour the doctrine he wishes to esta- 
blish ; and if the reader is not acquainted 
with tbose "Which 'seeni ixyheup a different 
aspect^ instead tof trying the doctrine by 
th^ scriptwres, 4ie is taught fey ihe writer 
to interpret the eciiiphireis in favour of his 
doctrine. » 

Wh«t I wDuld recommend ik this : read 
the «€rqjtures 'intirdy through several 
times, and study them attentively, using 
at the same tkne tbe p-ayer of die Psalm- 
ist: " Open thou mine eyes, that 1 may 
behold wotidrtous things out of thy law." 
In this manner you ^11 be furnished with 
the means of judging correctly on all 
religious ^subjects . 

Among those cotatroversies which are 
of sufficient importance to demand exa- 
mination, some will require to he treated 
with a greater, and some with a less de- 
gree of attention, in pi-opordon to their 
influence on the heart, and on the life- 
Many religious controversies are worse 
than useless^ they are '* unprofitabte and 
vain." 

Is it not W4)nderful, said Martin, that 
good men should engage in such contro- 
versies? 

Good men, said Theophihis, are fre- 
quently drawn into those controversies by 
too much eagerness to defend the truth ; 
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but they seldom originate with good men. 
'^ The natural man discemeth not the 
things of the spirit of God, they are fool- 
ishness to him, neither can he know them." 
Yet he thinks himself wise, and his inter- 
est, or his credit may prompt him to show 
his opinion. But ^^ he that is spiritual, 
judgeth all things." Search the scriptures 
with diligence, make them the rule of 
your jfaith and practice, then yon will not 
be in danger of bdng led away by the 
error of the wicked. 

A Very little attention to the conduct 
of professing Christians, will convince 
you that vast numbers are satisfied with a 
mere appearance of religion, while they 
are entirely ignorant of its true nature. 
This arises in a great measure from some 
of the followmg causes : Christianity is 
the established religion of this country ; 
it is as natural, therefore, for an English- 
man to be a Christian, as it is for a Turk 
to be a Mahometan.. For the same rea- 
son^ a Spaniard is a Roman Catholic, and 
a Dutchman a Protestant. 

We were born and educated in the 

► church of England; but as every religion 
is very properly protected in England, we 

• have among us persons of different sects. 
Every one is naturally prejudiced in 

: favour df the Tbligion . in which he was 
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educated. This . prejudice, so far as it . 
is a general feature of human nature, de- 
serves to be respected. When persons va- 
lue their own religion above all others, 
merely on this account, it is pitiable ; but , 
when it is carried to such an excess as to 
niake persons conclude^ that every reli-, 
gion is -wrong but their own, it becomes 
ridiculous. Characters of this descrip--. 
tion go to the church, or to the mosque, 
or to the meeting-house, not from a prin- 
ciple of religion, but from the^ prejudice 
of education. If this be right in one, it 
must be right in all; coubequently there 
is DO such thing as a religion which is. 
wrong. A little j'eflection must convince 
any man, that it is ridiculous for him to 
be prejudiced against others, for not be-. 
^ ing educated in his religion. 

fie that is prejudiced against a. church- 
man, because he himself was brought up 
a dissenter, had he been educated in the 
church, would, for the same reason, have 
been prejudiced against dissenters. The. 
want of liberality in such persons is ob- 
vious, they do not make proper allow- 
ances for the prejudices of educatiou. 

Catholics and Protestants, Churchmen 
and Dissenters, keep up their distinctions 
principally by means of family connec- 
tions and w orldly interests ; w ere it not 

* F 2 
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for these, it is probable that all real Chris- 
tians would soon be united into one hod}\ 
the bond of which union would be ]ov^. 

For the same reasoa that men are^ pre- 
judiced in fetvouv of the religion in which 
they were educated, they naturally sup- 
pose, that if they maintain their reputar 
tion among people of their own persua- 
sion, and live and die respected by their 
own sect, they shall at last be happy. 

In consequence of this prejudice i» 
their own favour, a tolerable acquaint>- 
ance with the peculiarities of their de- 
nomination and conformity to the manners 
and customs, of reputable persons in their 
society, pass with them for ChiistiaMty. 
If this representation be just, many peo- 
ple are religious merely because they have 
religious connexions, and because they 
cannot maintain their credit, without 
keeping np a decent appearance of reli- 
gion. 

The interests of multitudes bind then, 
in a variety of different ways^ to perform 
many of the cjuties of tl^e church, ,or of 
the meeting-house. Persons who are so 
much deceived as to mistake this kind of 
formality for religion, ai-e in a pitiable 
3tate ; they serve not our Lord Jesus Christ 
but their own bellies, supposing that gain 
is godliness. 
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To pursue our inquiries further inta 
the nature of those formalities which are 
mistaken for godliness, is unnecessary. — 
When a man is influenced in the choice of 
his religion, principally by his connexions,, 
or his prospects in business, he has spe- 
cial reason to be attentive to that exhor- 
tation of the Apostle, *' Examine your- 
selves whether ye be in the faith." ' 

It is ojbvious, said Martin, that it' is 
impossible to be too cautious, lest in our 
inquiries afber truth, we should be in- 
fluenced by interested motives. 

As your acquaintance with the religi- 
ous world increases, said Theophilus, you 
will be more and more convinced of that 
fact*. The cautions which are given us in 
the scriptures on this particular^ though 
seldom attended to, are very numerous* 
Who could have thought that men pro- 
fessing Christianity, would suppose that 
gain is godliness? Yet this opinion is 
become so prevalent as to be almost uni-. 
versal. Let us hear the testimony of the 
spirit of God :— '' If any man consent not 
to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to the doctrine which is according to 
^odliness^he i& proud, knowing nothing, 
but doatiug upon questions and strifes of 
wojrds, whereof cometh envy, strife, rail- 

V 3 
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ings, evil surmisings, perverse dispntings 
of men of comipt minds, and destitute of 
the truth, sfuppMtn^ tha$ gain is gvdii^ 
ness; from such withdraw thyself. But 
godliness with contentment is great gain ; 
for we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out^ 
and havmg food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content. But they that -will be 
riich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
dtown men in destruction and perdition ; 
for the love of money is the root of all 
evil; which while some coveted after, they 
have erred fi'om the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows!'' 

These warnings are indeed of tliQ ut- 
most importance, said Trueman ; may the 
liOrd preserve us from being deceived ! 

Human nature is lamentably fallen, said 
Theophilus, you will frequently meet with 
persons who are so blinded by their pre- 
judices, and by their covetousness, as to 
call "good evil, and evil good. They 
look every one for his gain from his quar- 
ter/' You know the Jews of old turned 
the temple of God into " a house of mer-. 
chandize." Their religion was to get mo- 
ney. Can any thing be worse? Oue^ 
Lord, when he drove out the buyers and 
sellers, said :— ** It is written;, my house 
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shall be catted the house of. prayer, but 
ye have made it m den of thieves.'' 

ff' ^ man's r^i^oa aad hie worldly iopr 
teveste be ineepaitably entwined, he needs; 
be upon his guaiMi, lest be deceive hhnsei^.. 
Be paptioularly cautious, therefore, in>clii«Kh 
ing the somety o£ Christians v«ith. which 
you shall worship, not to be infhiencedr 
eil^er by prejudice or interested motirefir. 
And in seeking a wife, let it be youc pmn- 
cipcd concern to sel^ect one whose mind' is- 
superior to vulgar prejudices, and ^hose 
heart is influenced by godUnesa and hu- 
'inanity : for the Bible assures us,, that /' he 
who loves God, will to ve bis brother also-J' 



CHAP. VL 

AT their next interview, Martin tbusiad* 
dressed his friends :-^The subject of 
conversation at- our last meetings has en- 
gaged a considerable share of my att^^i- 
tiott ever since. I seem to myself a new 
man in a new world.. The notions which 
I formerly entertained of reKgion^ were 
very general and confused. A steady con- 
duct and a regular attendance at church, ^ 
J considered to be proper and suitabte for^ * 
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y^eA people ; but that for' the young great al- 
lowances were to be made. The levjties 
of youth, provided they kept from gross 
vices, I thought to be harmless; or, at 
l,east, that a merciful God vi^oiild easily 
forgive them. I made no doubt but that 
honest and moral persons, especially the 

• good and charitable, were sure to go to 
heaven*. I knew nothing of the character 
of God, as a righteous sovereign ; nor of 
the extensive demands of his holy law : 
and therefore conceived but very inade- 
quately of the situation of man ias a sin- 
ner, involved in guilt and exposed to eter- 
nal ruin. But now I can say, with him 
whose eyes the Saviour opened, '* On6 
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, 
now I see." Till very lately^ I was not 
aware that all men are born spiritually 
blind, as it is written : *' Being alienated 
from the life of* God, through the igno- 
rance that is in them, because of the blind-- 
ness of their hearts." I. am now con- 
vinced, that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ : *' through whom, all that believe 
are justified from all tilings, from which 
they could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." ^ \ 

Trueman had listened attentively to his. 
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friend,, and now expressed with what plear 
sure hje had observed the ^aic^mty of 
his views with bis ow^k, <m so impQrtaiM: a 
subject. The hope oi a simierY; ss^id he^ 
must rest solely on the l^viaurV noerits 3 
for there is salvation in no othei^ ; Vut his 
r^teonsness i» complete, and aiU-s«iffi- 
cient; and it is ''unto n^U, afi4 upott alV 
that believe, for there is no differettce." 

' Legible only b^ the Ught tbey give. 
Stand the soulrquickening words — Btl{eve and Irv^^ 
Too many, sKock'd at what should charm them mpst. 
Despise llie plain direction^ and are lost. 
Hetven on such terms, they cry, wid^ pretid disdiaiir, 
Incredibte, imposaibtei and vainT 

• « 

Theophilus heatttty coactivred w opimon 
with his iBriends, atiid aaid^ I r^oice ex- 
ceedingly lor the: knowledge you hav^ 9ih 
tauBued: and that d(i:vi>ne Spirits who^haai 
be^n to teach you, nftll,, I Itove no doubt,, 
lead yxHt. mito ^a mm^ e^itoivged aicquainl- 
aace wifth reiifealed truths and establish 
y<>a in everyr good word and woirk. 

The erroneous notions ivfhJch our firiend 
Martin entertained of retigian, corresfipndv. 
I believe,, with those ^'hrch are conwK^nly 
embraced. Few persons thtnk clo^ly oa 
any subject, in which tbey are not mte^ 
rested; and to this is owing the super- 
ficial and unedifying ceAversation of the 
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generality of people. For want of taking 
plains to examine, persons * are easily de- 
ceived, and carried away with the tide of 
popular opinions, without ever suspecting 
their inconsistency and fietlsehood* 

It is now proper to advert to the mar- 
riage state, the duties of which fall next 
under our consideration* 

I wish to discuss that subject, said Mar- 
tin; but first of all we should esteem it a 
favour, to receive your advice respecting 
the choice of a religious society. 

I must be excused, said Thepphilus. 
In a matter of that kind I would use no 
influence to bias the minds of my own 
children. Everyone should be left at 
liberty, and form his own judgment. 

My fKend Campbell is a person of a 
liberal and enlightened mind. He has re- 
marked, that among the various denomir 
nations into which the Christian world ifi 
divided, something excellent may be found 
in each ; but if we look for perfection we 
shall find it in none. A communion found- 
ed upon the primitive model is still want- 
ing, to unite the simplicity of Christian 
doctrine with sincerity and fidelity in the 
performance of all Christian duties : to 
the entire exclusion Of the wisdom of this 
world . 

When such a society as this shall ap- 
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pear, that will embody all the good found 
in the various denominations, and reject 
all the bad ; without pride^ or prejudice, 
or passion : it will necessarily attract the 
general regard of all wise and good men. 
They would pre$s into it, as it is said: 
'VAud it shall come to pass in the last day3 
that the mountain of the Lord's house shall 
be exalted above the hills, and all nations 
shall flow unto it." Then men will live 
in love and peace. " They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more." — ^Whether the British 
and Foreign Bible Society is destined by 
Providence tol&e the means of introducing 
such a desirable and glorious state of things 
in the Christian churchy time alone can 
decide. At present the Christian reli- 
gion is disgraced by the generality of its 
professors. 

While Trueman approved of this con- 
versation, yet . he was disappointed that 
Theophilus had not entered into a'more 
critical investigation of different sects, 
and recommended to them what he 
thought thfe' most consistent Christian 
community^. We should have been glad, 
Said he» to have heard your opinion, which 
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might have been usefiit in directing our 
choice. 

Theophilus replied, 1 have given you 
the oTitlities 6f my tfiougfcts oft the sub- 
ject. Read your Bibfe, awd beg of God 
to ihsttuct you ; yoti are landfer indispeii- 
sible obligations to judge for yottrser^es, 
and call no fiiah mastit' — •* One is your 
master, even Christ." 

Hiis digression having held out so long, 
the duties oJF the marriage state must be 
deferred to our next interview. 



CHAP. vn. 

'^SI E are now, said Theophilus, to enter 
on the consideration of the duties of 
the marriage state. When persons marry, 
they bind themselves by the ties of religion 
and honour, to endeavour to the utter- 
most of their power, to increase their taiu- 
tual affection. It must therefore be their 
habitual study to promote each other's 
comfort and happiness. 

<' TbfUk not the object gain'd^ that all is done, 
The prize of happhiess must yet be won," 

When persons have become intimately 
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acquainted with each others tempers be- 
fore niarriage, the performaiice of reci- 
procal duties is cdtaparatively easy ; btit 
when their acqnaintailce is but partial, 
they have the more heed of watchfulness 
and mtitual forbearance. 

Perfection is not to be found in any son 
or daughter of Adam ; ^11 are subject to 
some peculiarities of temper. When par- 
ticular circumstances occur to bring these 
into exercise, all the prudence and can-, 
tion of the husband or wife will then be 
necessary to prevent any unpleasant ef- 
fects. Each must exemplify 

* The mild forbearance of the other's fault, 
The*'tauining word suppressed as soon as thought*' 

Reflections must be avoided. Even 
complaining must be guarded against. Ye 
must bear with one another in love ; and 
each must assist the other tq conquer im- 
proprieties of temper, or want of self-com- 
mand. 

Converse occasionally, in an affeptionate 
manner, on whatever threatens to endanger 
your complacency, and strive together to 
overcome it By such judicious manage- 
ment, your very failings may be rendered 
subservient to promote your mutual affec- 
tion, and to increase your love to Him, 
*' who loved us, and gave himself for us," 

Mr. Henry is a man of a very irritable 

G 
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temper, exceedingly impatient of contra- 
diction, and violent in his anger ; but, 
happily for him, his wife is altogether as 
placid ; she may truly be said to possess a 
meek and quiet spirit. 

The alteration in his temper is so con- 
spicuous, that it struck me as very re- 
markable. As yive are on very intimate 
terms, and occasionally converse on re- 
ligious topics, I mentioned to him lately, 
that it was with great pleasure I observed 
the effect of his religious principles, in en- 
abling him to conquer his irritable tem- 
per. 

I have great reason to be thankful, said 
he, indeed, that I hatve almost overcome 
that disposition, which used to make me 
perpetually miserable; but justice re- 
. quires that I should acknowledge, that I 
owe it entirely to the prudence of my 
amiable wife ; she is indeed a Christian of 
the right stamp. I have found in her a 
true helpmate ; without her assistance it is 
probable that I never should have obtained 
a complete victory over the *' sin that so 
easily besets me," but she has so effectu- 
aJly taught me to control my temper, that 
a word, or even a look from her, will en- 
tirely subdue my passion at the worst of 
times. 

To hear that you are blessed with such 
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a helpmate in Mrs. Henry, said I, gives 
me peculiar pleasure. I should like to 
know in what manner she accomplished 
her purpose. 

Before we were married, said he, I 
thought it but justice to inform her that 
an irritable temper was a great trouble to 
me, and I was fearful would make her 
unhappy. It is a very serious affair, said 
she ; but I hope I shall not give you cause to 
be angry on my account : rather as you 
see the evil of it, and desire to overcome 
it, I am inclined to hope that we shall be 
enabled "to bear each others burdens," 
and exercise patience one towards the 
other. I hope so too, said I, but from 
what I know of myself, I really cannot 
help fearing, that it will be a great trial 
for you, to bear with my hasty temper. 

Your fears, said she, encourage me ; 
for I kn6w by experience, that we are 
not so liable to be overcome by those 
temptations which we fear, as by those 
about which we are confident. 

Soon after we were' married several 
occasions occurred to try my temper, some 
of them exceedingly provoking ; — one 
circumstance in particular, in which a 
person endeatvoured to impose upon me 
most shamefully. I was exasperated to a 
very high degree, and should probably 
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have been much more violent if my wife 
had not been present. I perceived that it 
affected her greatly ; but, to my surprise, 
she let it pass without any notice. How- 
ever, two or three days after, when the 
painful recollection had subsided, she 
sai4 to me in the greatest good humour—^ 
The other day when you were so ai^gry 
with tha,t unreasonable man, I could not 
help thinking of a saying of Lavater:-^ 
' He submits to be seen tHrough a mi- 
croscope, who suffers himself to be caugbt 
in a fit of passion.' Tf on will excuse me 
I know, my dear, said she, when I assure 
you that you appear to a great disadvaur 
tage when you are in a passion; I neyei? 
desire to see you in such a state agaii). 

I wish to my heart, said I, you nevec 
may ; but I know so much of myself, th^t 
I rather wish than hope it ; for I aw QOt 
able to restrain my anger on some occar 
sions, I fear, not even in your presence^ 
sjxd yet I would suffer any thing ratbev 
than give you any uneasiness. 

You are not aware of your own power, 
said she ; I am fully persuaded that a deep 
conviction of the evil of such coadiucl, 
united with prater for divine assi«t3ii.ce^ 
will enable you, to overcome your pas* 
sion. 

A friend of Cato called to see him ousi 
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flay, and found him standing in a menac- 
ing attitude, his arm stretched out, and 
his cane lifted up, as if he were going to 
strike some one: — his friend observing 
that he continued in the same posture, 
went and asked him, what he was doing : 
' I Bin punishing^' said he, * an angry man/ 
One of his slaves had offended him, and 
he lifted up his cane to strike him ; but re- 
collecting himself in a moment, continued 
in that attitude, till his friend came. Sure- 
ly, said she, if a Heathen could act so no- 
bly, it is not impossible for a Christian to 
conquer his passion. " The discretion of 
a man deferreth his anger, and it is his 
glory to pass over ' a transgression." I 
hope my dear husband will endeavour " to 
rule his own spirit." I hope, said I, I shall. 
A considerable time elapsed before J 
had any thing like agreiat trial to encoun- 
ter. One day, ho\i^ever, an affair occurred 
which provoked me to such a degree that 
I burst out with the utmost violence. I 
shall never forget the look she gave hie on 
the occasion, — her countenance was ex- 
pressive indeed : it was a look of pity 
mingled with love. THe tender scene that 
followed between us cahnotbe described. 
And sifice that time"! have never once 
been overcome by niy' temper in her pre- 
sence, and very rarely in her absence : so 
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true it isy that ^^ two are better tlian one ;" 
aud I am thankful with all my heart for 
such a helpmate. 

You have reason to be thankful, said: I; 
were husbaads and wives to make it theil^ 
study ''to consider one another, to pro- 
voke unto love and to good works," they 
would in general be a blessing to each 
other ; there would then be little reason 
to complain of the unhappiness of the mar- 
riage state. 

It must have been a great satisfaction to- 
Mr. Henry, said Martin, while he was strug- 
gling witii his own unhappy temper, to 
have such -a helpmatd in his wife. Had 
she been easily provoked, and given to 
fretfulness or resentment, they would have 
been frequently disputing and contending, 
which would hav^ made them uncomfort- 
able, if not miserable; 

Such a wife, said TruemaUj is certainly 
a great blessing to any man. Her conduct 
was an honour to her sex^ It must have 
afforded great satisfaction to her own mind, 
and increased her disposition to virtuous 
actions, to have been so successful in her 
first efforts to recover her husband from 
such a dangerous habit. 

It is the indispensible duty of every 
Christian, said Theophilus, " to do as be 
would be done by. If one be overtaken 
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in a faulty the ot}ler should restore him m 
the spirit oC meekjiess, eonsidering him- 
mlf^ test he alsa be tempted."' If these 
rules were more generally attended to by 
husbands and wives, they would escape 
many unpleasant altercations, and' greatly 
increase their own happiness. The vefry 
tilings which iBirequenuy occasion conten- 
tion, and end ia strife, would, by mutual 
forbearance and forgiveness, endear them 
more to one another. And even if one 
should fail of success^ in endeavouring to 
behave thus towards the other, the " testi- 
mony of a good conscience," would prove 
a perpetual source of comfort. 

I now clearly see, said Martin, the pro- 
priety of the numerous exhortations in the 
apostoKc writings, to conduct ourselves 
'^ with all lowliness and meekness, with. 
long-suf£ering, forbearing one another in 
love ; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace." 
' Those exhortations, said Theopbilus^ 
were given to the primitive churches. They 
sho\^ the f^al nature of true Christianity. 
They ought to be attended to in all Chris- 
tian societies. Where they are neglected, 
the/on» of Christianity may remain, but 
the power is gone. Happy would it be 
for the world, if all who call themselves ' 
Christians, were to prove their Christianity 
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by performing those duties. Were hus- 
bands and wives to study and practise 
those rules towards each other, they would 
greatly increase the sum of human happi- 
ness. 

Mr. Innes, a friend of mine, married 
Miss Gordon, a yovng person with whom 
he had but a short acquaintance, whose 
temper and character were comparatively * 
but little known to him. She possessed 
a considerable share of knowledge ; her 
appearance and conversation were very 
engaging ; their religious opinions coin- 
cided ; their principal intercourse was by 
letters ; she was capable of conducting an 
epistolary correspondence to great advan- 
tage ; and, as far as he' had an opportunity 
of knowing her, she was every thing that 
he could desire. '■• They had not been mar- 
ried long before he discovered that she 
was very high-spirited ; tenacious of her 
own opinions ; unwilling to be control- 
led ; easily' put out of temper ; and soine- 
times very difficult to please : yet she was 
affectionate, and very kind 'and obliging, 
when she was not particularly opposed. 
In addition to these peculiarities of tem- 
per, occasionally she had other whims. 
She would frequently dress in a style that 
did not correspond with the taste of her 
husband; and their opinions respecting 
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raany articles of funiiture did not accord. 
She had too great an inclioatioii for splen- 
did appearances ; she could not be ap- 
posed in her ioielinations without her feel- 
ings being so sensibly huit, as to occasion 
much uneasiness to th^ai both* In this 
situation he townd ample scope for the 
exercise of his Christian pnnciiPiles. He 
cansie to consult me oa the best ineas^urea 
to be taken, assuring me that he wasf in 
great fear» lest tkej should rendeir each 
othtf n^iserabW. His situation afSected 
me exceedingly ; I saw that it was critical 
and dqingerous, requiring the greatest pru- 
dence and caution. Sunpose yourself in 
her Mtuatioife^ said 1,^ a«id that you had a 
htH^asd with such feelings; as you find la 
y<Mirdelf, hotw would you wish him to eoHr 
d^et himself to^^i^ards you? To admioie^ 
t^ retprooC properly kk irery difilicult ; kitt 
to receire^ it ^i!Qperly is still more so. It 
is possible to CQQV/ince h^ of the impro- 
priety of beir conduct ; and at th^ same^ 
time confirm hev in the practice of what 
sfae knows to he wrong. Yoa may make 
her feel that it would he particularly^ mmp^ 
tifying to he arercomci 

Reproof may reaUy be «(i».hu8teted in 
love ; yet^ asi it always implies correctioti, 
to receive it in love is no easy matter. ( 

That lit is a very dielieate^ aiair to mia- 
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nage you are perfectly aware ; but pati- 
ence and gentleness will insure success. 

I am, said he, in a very great strait ; the 
fear of widening the breach has hitherto 
prevented ray attempting a remedy; but 
that something should be done is evident, 
otherwise by insensible degrees, we shall 
grow cooler towards each other, till our 
affection ends in common civility, or down- 
right indifference. I do therefore earn- 
estly entreat you to advise me how to act 
in this critical situation : for I would sub- 
mit to any thing to prevent such a cala* 
mity. 

. I am exceedingly concerned for you, 
my dear friend, said I ; you must wait with 
patience. Favourable circumstances will 
soon occur, to enable you to accomplish 
your object. Endeavour to secure her 
affection by indulging her, as idx as possi- 
ble, in .every thing that is most gratifying 
to her. Never differ from^ her in opinion; 
.without absolute necessity ; and then let 
it be done in the most kind and affection- 
ate manner. Convince her that all your 
eonduct id influenced by love. That it is 
her interest, pr her honour, and conse- 
quently ^r happiness, that you are con- 
sultii^; and not your own particular gra- 
tifi^atien. 

To endeavour to conquer her by harsh 
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means, or by unkind behaviour, would be 
to " do evil that good may come,"^ con- 
trary to the Scripture doctrine, which 
teaches us " to overcome evil with good." 
If you follow this plan with diligence and v 
patience, 1 have no doubt but you will 
succeed. 

The duties of the marriage state, said 
Martin, ar^ I perceive, as difficult as 
they are important ; great self-command is ' 
needful to fullil them properly. 

I should be glad to know, said True- 
man, whether your friend Mr. Innes fol- 
lowed your counsel, and if he succeeded. 

The plan suggested, said Theophilus, 
met with his approbation ; he conducted 
himself with patience and gentleness. For 
a considerable time he met with many dif- 
ficulties, but in the end he succeeded com- 
pletely ; and now he and his wife enjoy as 
much domestic felicity, as commonly falls 
to the lot, of married persons : most of . 
their acquaintance agree to pronounce 
them a happy couple. 



CHAP. VIII. 



■pROM our last conversation it appears 
to me, said Martin, that if it be possi- 
ble, persons ought to be thoroughly ac- 
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quainted with each other before they are 
married : this would prepare them for 
those exercises of self-denial, which they 
will find necessary when they come to 
live together. To be happy when they 
meet occasionally for pleasure ; and when 
every thing contributes to induce them to 
be kind and obliging, is one thing ; but to 
be always together, and entirely depend- 
ant on each other, for the enjoyment of 
happiness, is another. 

The difference is great injjleed, said 
Theophilus ; but whether persons are 
thoroughly acquainted with each others 
dispositions or not, if they possess real 
friendship and mutual affection, attention 
to the duties implied in the engagement 
they have made, will secure all the happi- 
ness that can reasonably be expected, in 
a state necessarily imbittered with many 
troubles and sorrows. 

The husband who desires td cultivate 
that friendship which subsists between 
himself and his wife, will be fond of 
home. The period of his return from the 
busy scenes of life, will be welcomed with 
pleasure, because his mind is bending 
homewards. 

So the woman who fulfils the duties of 
the marriage state, makes it her study to 
render home, above all other places, the 
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most agreeable. She needs not tell her 
husband she has been longing for his arri- 
val ; he discovers in her looks, and in the 
preparations she has been making for his 
return, that it is her great pleasure to en- 
joy his company, and to see him happy. 



Home is the resort 



Of love, of joy, of peace and plenty; where, 
Supporting and supported, polish'd friends 
And near relations mingle into bliss.' 

It is not only to the interest and happi- 
ness of married persons to endeavour to 
render home delightful ; but it is their in- 
dispensible duty. The first approaches 
of indifference to this important point 
should be carefully avoided. For want of 
this, by insensible degrees, persons fre- 
quently become comparatively indifferent 
to each other ; family duties are neglect- 
ed ;. and innumerable mischiefs and mi- 
jseries ensue. 

' If solid happiness we prize. 
Within our breast the jewel li^s ; 

And they are fools that roam. 
The world has nothing to bestow. 
From our own selves our joy must flow, 

And that dear hut our home.' 

This happiness, said Martin, if ever felt 
at all, was soon lost by Mr. Cranford and 
his wife. Their opinions on al;nost all 
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subjects are so different, and they hare in- 
dulged the habit of contradicting each 
other so much, that they are hardly ever 
together when they are at home ; nor do 
they ever go out together, but each seeks n 
happiness in society with which the other 
can have no intercourse. It is true that 
their property gives them the choice of a 
variety of pleasures, such as they are; but 
they are entirely unacquainted with the 
pleasures of home. 

Their condition, said Trueman, is piti- 
able indeed ; they waste their golden hours 
of life in" pursuit of noise and nonsense, 
and call it pleasure. 

The pleasures of home, said Theophi- 
lus, are doubtless the best of pleasures ; 
but it requires great care, both in the hus- 
band and in the wife, to make home al- 
ways agreeable. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kennet were happy toge- 
ther for some time after their marriage; 
but business, and sometimes company, 
kept him out beyond the time when he 
ought to have been at home. His wife 
expected him ; prepared for him, and 
waited with great impatience for his re- 
turn. When he came home, she would 
too frequently utter complaints, which no 
doubt his conduct deserved ; but which 
she ought not to ha^e uttered. She was 
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to be pitied, and yet she was blameable. 
Her conduct rendered home more and 
more disagreeable, till at length all its 
pleasures were banished. 

One evening, supper was prepared for 
him at the usual hour; but he did not 
come. She ate nothing, but indulged her- 
self in an angry humour. When he came 
in, he said he was very sorry she had 
waited ; it would have been more pleasant 
to him if she had taken her supper. She 
replied, she knew that he did not care 
about her feelings, he could take his meals 
with pleasure with other people; for her 
part she could eat nothing: but in future 
she would be as careless about him as he 
was about her. 

1 am not careless about you, said he, 
much vexed ; but I met with some friends, 
with whom it was necessary to spend an 
hour or two. 

You know, said she, what company you 
like best ; and I know it too, to my sor- 
row. 

Well, come my dear, said he, let us get 
our suppers, and we will talk of that af- 
terwards. 

No, said she, 1 can eat no supper to-^ 
night, I am not well ; so get your suj^er. 
She then called the servant, and desired 
ber to attend to her master, and to put 
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every thing away when he had done, for 
she was not well, and must retire. 

This vexed and irritated him exceed- 
ingly, but he said nothing. Next morn- 
ing, they breakfasted together in cold civi- 
lity ; but neither chose to mention the mi- 
serable state of their minds. 

In the afternoon a neighbour called, to 
invite her to tea. She went with her, in- 
tending to return ; but Mrs. Preston had 
two or three friends to spend the evening, 
and was very solicitous for Mrs. Kennet 
to stay supper with them. 

Mrs. Kennet expressed her obligation 
to Mrs. Preston for her civility, but as- 
sured her that she always made a point of 
being at home to receive Mr. Kennet. 

Oh, my dear, said Mrs. Preston, new- 
married persons are generally so particu- 
lar about these trifles at first, but they 
soon get over such childish scruples : 
however, said she, we will soon settle 
that matter ; I will send my servant with 
my compliments, and request the com- 
pany of Mr. Kennet to supper with us. 

Well, said Mrs. Kennet, you are very 
obliging ; let the servant come to me, that 
I may send a message to our servant, and 
I w^ll stay. Notwithstanding this ready 
compliance, all Mrs. Preston's arguments 
would not have prevailed, with her to stay, 
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if she had not been desirous of retaliating 
on her husband, by being out when he 
came home : she wished to make him feel 
something of the disappointment which 
she had felt, for she hoped at least that 
it \70uld mortify him, if it did not cure 
him. 

It did so happen that he came home, 
and brought a friend to sup with him, e-> 
pecting to find her prepared as usual ; but 
was surprised and disappointed to find 
his wife was out. 

Where is your mistress, Betty? said he, 
to tTie servant. 

She is at Mrs. Preston's, Sir. Mrs. 
Preston came to invite her to tea; and as 
she has got company she persuaded Mis- 
tress to stay. My mistress sent Mrs. Pres- . 
ton's servant to tell me, if you came home, 
which she said was very uncertain ; but if 
you should, Mrs. Preston sent her compli- 
ments, and would be glad of your com- 
pany : but my mistress bid her tell me, 
that if it was inconvenient for you to come, 
I was to come and let her know. 

Though Mr. Kennet was extremely 
mortified, vet he had sufficient command 
of himself to check his feelings. Well, 
Betty, said he, let us have supper, but 
don t go for your mistress ; for, as she will 
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think I am not come home, it is a pity tp 
disturb her. 

I am sure, sir, said Betty, my mistress 
would be very sorry to be out, and you 
at home ; besides, she sent Mrs. Preston's 
maid on purpose to tell me to be sure and 
come for her directly you came home. I 
hope, sir, you will let me go for her. 

. No, no, said he ; I will bear the blame 
of not sending for her ; it would be a pity 
to disturb her and the company. 

Mr. Kennet and his friend got their ' 
supper, and soon after 'Mrs. Kennet came 
home. Betty informed her mistress that 
her master was come home, and had 
brought a friend home to supper with him. 

Why did not you come for me ? 

My master would not let me, ma'am ; 
he said he would bear the blame ; there 
was no occasion for it ; it would be a pity 
to disturb the company. 

He bear the blame ! no occasion to dis- 
turb the company ! fine indeed ! How- 
ever, it is all his own fault ; he has often 
made me wait for him. Thus thoroughly 
vexed, both with herself and him, she 
wei^t into the parlour. 

They rose to receive her. ^Well, my 

dear, said Mr. Kennet, after they were 
seated, I hope you have had a pleasant 
evening. 
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I am surprised, Mr. Kennet, said she, 
(for the first time she ever called him so) 
I am surpi'ised that you did not let Betty- 
come for me. I should not have been out ; 
but you know it is quite uncertain when 
you will come home : though I am sorry 
I was out, yet I must say it was entirely 
your own fault. 

Half ashamed, and half angry, he re- 
plied, I can't see, my dear, that there is 
any fault in the case : you did not know 
that I should come home at all ; therefore 
you could not know that I should bring 
any one with me. Come, come, make 
yourself easy, and let us be comfortable. 

Weak and ineffectual, however, were 
all their efforts to be comfortable; both of 
them were ashiamed and vexed that such 
a circumstance should happen, to put 
them out of temper before a third person. 

Their coolness to each other increased ; 
he stayed out more frequently, and she 
did the same. If she stayed at home for 
him, she was never certain that he would 
come ; and if he came home, it was quite 
uncertain whether she would not be out. 
Thus they endeavoured to vex and mor- 
tify each other. What they suflTered can- 
not be expressed, for they had a real and 
sincere affection for each other ; but had 
it not been fot a particular circumstance, 
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which happily recovered them from this 
delirium, they mis^ht have carried on the 
contest till they had hated each other 
heartily, and rendered themselves miser- 
able beyond recovery. 

The conduct of Mrs. Linton, who was 
exactly in the same situation, was just the 
reverse. She saw the danger and dreaded 
the consequence of making. her husband 
uncomfortable at home ; she determined, 
therefore,. to exert herself to the uttermost 
to make herself, and every thing at home, 
more agreeable, and more inviting than 
ever. Though she could not wholly con- 
ceal her uneasiness, yet she never uttered 
a syllable of complaint, but tilways ex- 
pressed her happiness whenever he came 
home ; carefully avoiding the least reflec- 
tion. He observed, however, her trouble 
of mind, which indeed was so great, that 
to conceal it from him entirely was impos- 
}5ible. One evening all her efforts to be 
cheerful were ineffectual ; her endeavours 
to be agreeable, could not disguise the 
anguish of her heart. 

My dear, said he, you are unhappy, 
and I fear I am the cause of it. 

My dear husband, I am not unhappy, 
but I am in trouble; the cause perhaps 
may be in myself. 

What is it, jmy dear, that gives you trou- 
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ble ? if I cannot remove it, I wish at least 
to bear a part of it. 

I hope, said she, (sighing deeply) my 
own folly is the cause of my trouble : I 
once flattered myself that my company 
would always be the most ^tgreeable to 
my dear husband; that I should always 
make hin^ so happy at home that he would 
gladly leave any company to return to me. 
I have done every thing I could think of 
to make home pleasant, and myself dear 
to him; but new I fear that I have lost 
his ....... Her voice faltered, and a 

flood of tears expressed the rest. 
^ He comforted her, assuring her the 
fault was entirely his ; and that in future 
he would take care that she should have 
no reason to complain. He kept his word, 
and ever since they have been happy. 

Her conduct, said Martin, was truly 
excellent, and worthy of imitation. A man 
must have been hardened indeed, not to 
have been affected by it as he was. It is 
probable that Mrs. Kennet would have 
been equally successful, had she' acted in 
the same manner. 

I think she would, said Trueman ; but 
every one has not that command of the 
passions that Mrs. Linton possesses : she 
is an excellent woman. I should be glad 
to hear, if it be not foreign ^o the subject 
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of our present inquiry, by what means 
Mr. and Mrs. Kennet were recovered from 
that dangerous habit of opposing each 
other which they had contracted. 

The circumstance, said Theophilus, was 
this : a particular friend of theirs, who 
visited them occasionally, observed with 
regret that there was some unhappiness 
between them. Though each of them was 
too prudent to complain, yet it was im- 
possible to conceal the real state of their 
minds: neither of them was happy. 

Mr. Kennefs friend embraced an oppor- 
tunity to converse with him alone on the 
^ subject of his uneasiness ; and finding it 
had gone so far as to become a very seri- 
ous affair, persuaded him to state the 
whole case to his friend Mr. Barlow, who 
was a person much respected both by 
himself and his wife. This he thought 
was the safest and best method to secure 
a complete reconciliation. 

I wish, said he, that you could settle this 
unhappy difference between yourselves ; 
but if it has gone so far that you cannot, 
Mr. Barlow is the fittest person 1 know to 
consult with, and I doubt not but he fvill 
manage it to your satisfaction. 

Mr. Kennet was desirous that Mr. Bar- 
low should be consulted, but said it was 
impossible for him to do it himself; but 
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if his friend would undertake to state the 
case, he should be thankful ; because he 
was certain that Mr. Barlow was much in- 
tei-ested in their happiness ; and he knew 
that his mediation would-be as agreeable 
to Mrs. Kennet as to himself. 

Mr. Barlow was consulted. He sent for 
Mr. Kennet, and after an hour's conversa- 
tion with him, produced a letter which he 
had written for his wife ; this he intended 
to send, if it met with Mr. Kennet's appro- 
bation. Mr. Kennet was more than satis- 
fied, he was very much pleased with the 
letter. It is, said he, what I wish from my 
heart; but I am so foolish, I cannot do as 
I would. 

Mr. Kennet returned, elated with the 
prospect of enjoying once more the plea- 
sures of home. His wife perceived a con- 
siderable alteration in his conduct, but 
was ignorant of the cause. Next day Mr. 
Barlow's letter came, which unravelled the 
whole my«tefy, and set every thing to rights 
between them. When Mr. Kennet returned 
home in the evening, he was received by 
his wife with the greatest affection ; mu- 
tual caresses took place, all past offences 
were entirely forgotten, and ever since they 
have been happy in each other. 

I perceive, said Martin, that it is com- 
paratively easy foi^marvied persons to per- 
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form their duties, when a right understand- 
ing exists between them beforehg^nd, and 
they begin with an agreement to bear with 
each other in love ; but if once they be- 
come indifferent about their respective du- 
ties, and a breach takes place, it is a dif- 
ficult matter to set things right again. 

It is evident, said Trueman, that they 
should patiently bear with each others 
failings, and forgive, and forget, as occa- 
sion requires ; otherwise it would be im- 
possible to be happy: 

Every duty, said Theophilus, is com- 
prised in love ; " The husband should love 
his wife as Christ loved the church, and 
the wife should reverence her husband." 
This is the command of God. If either 
be easily overcome by any peculiarities of 
temper, the strong ought to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak, and to restore him 
in the spirit of meekness. 

Where is the husband or wife to be found 
that can say, I have perfectly fulfilled my 
duty ? Were impartial self-examination to 
take place, even if the trial were confined 
to this one relation only, it would be found 
that the law of God could not acquit any 
one, as having no deficiency. " We have 
done the things which we ought not to 
have done; and we have left undone the 
things which we ought to have done :" 
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God's law must therefore condemn ns, and 
it is impossible to be justified in any other 
way but through the redemption of Jesus 
Christ, Thus our deficiencies in our duty 
lead us directly to the Saviour, who is the 
hfead and husband of every believer, "who 
loved the church and gave himself foir it/*" 
The same apostle mentions another duty 
to which every husband, and every wife, 
ought to be particularly attentive. (1 Cor, 
vii. 3 — 5,) The woman that neglects it, 
runs the hazard of weaning her husband's • 
affections frotti her; and ..'.•., and the' 
man that neglects it, deserves to be called 
iJy a worse name than I chus^ to mention. 



CHAP. IX. 

TF my friends are discouraged by. the 
• consideration of the importance of the 
duties of the marriage state, and the difii- 
culty of performing them, said Theophi- 
Ins, the subject of our conversation this, 
evening on its advantageii, will I hope re- 
vive their spirits, and give them fresl> en-! 
couragement. 

For my own part, «aid Martin, I freely 
acknowledge that my mind has been seri^ 
ously impressed with a sense of the diffi* 
oulty of those duties; and I have had my 

I 



90 ON Matrimony* 

f(sars whetiier I should be ^ble to con* 
duct my3elf with propriety, especially if I 
should unite with an unsuitable partner : 
but I am not discouraged neither ; for dif- 
ficult as the duties are/ I am convinced^ 
^at every Christian ought to make it his 
study conscieptionsly. to practise them : 
and should it be my happiness to have 
such a woman as Mrs« Linton, or Mrs. 
Henry, I think she will prove a blessing 
to me as long as we live. ^ 

It must be an inestimable advantage to 
possess such a wife, said Truemaa ; and, 
as we are not going to rush into the bonds 
of wedlock without du€ consideration, I 
encourage the hope that such a compa- 
nion may be my lot. But should I be de- 
ceived, as many others have been, I hope 
I shall be enabled to imitate the example 
of Mr. Innes, and make the scriptures the 
rule of Xuy conduct ; by which means I 
have reason to hope that I shall overcome 
evil with good. I believe it is true .of hu- 
man nature in general, that we are much 
easier led than driven ; good usage gene- 
rally succeeds best 

Having observed this trait in the human 
character, I have been particularly struck 
with ouf Lord's directions to his follow- 
ers. He gives them no authority to punish 
their offending brethren, but commands 
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US to forgive and love one another, and 
to restore and comfcyrt each other; that^ 
as there is joy iti heaven over repenting 
sinners, so we should rejoice in recovering 
any one who has done amiss. 

But \et us, if you please, consider the 
advantages of the marriage state. I am 
anxious to obtain as much information as 
possible on a subject of such great itti- 
portance to oiir future happiness. 

Experience has already taught us, said 
Theophilus, that it is a great advantage tc* 
have an agreeable companion, and we have 
tasted SQjpne of the enjoyments of frieud- 
shtp, but no companion is e^ual to a good 
wife ; nor is any friendship so sincere, so 
efntire, so perfect, as that which subsists 
between married persons. 

The advantages of such a friendship far 
e^ifceeds every thing that can possibly be 
expected in any other. There are no jar- 
ring interests to prevent them from advis- 
ing justly in every difficulty; their inse- 
parable union binds them to assist each 
other rea'dily in every exigency ; and they 
are under indispensible obligations to re- 
maiii friends unchangeably, let what will 
happen to either of them In son'ow or 
sicknesis how consoling, how soothing, to be 
blest with the presence and affectionate ^tr 
tenliotiis of a faithful unchangeable friend; 

I 2 
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These considerations ar# sufficient to 
prove that no advantage is equal ^to the 
possession of such a friend. 

Your observations, said Martin, must, 
I think, carry conviction to every mind: 
no doubt but such a friendship must be 
an unspeakable advantage. 

It is, indeed, said Theophilus ; yet per- 
sons are generally too apt to overlook, or 
neglect the advantages they have in their 
power ; but it will seldom happen that a 
husband and wife act without consulting 
artd advising together, but they will soon 
have reason to be sorry for it. ^ 

The advantages . of such a friendshii^ 
were happily experienced by a particular 
friend of mine* Mr. Jordan was a man 
greatly afflicted; a painful and distrc^/ei^ing 
disease rendered him a pitiable object for 
many years ; but his sorrows were sweet- 
jy soothed, his cares and troubles wopdier- 
fully alleviated, by the affectionate care, 
and unwearied attention of his excellent 
wife. She comforted him in all his trou- 
bles; her husband was the object, of her 
.constant solicitude, till it pleased God to 
put an end to his sufferings. He died in 
the faith and hope of the gospel. Before 
•they were married they were unacquaint- 
ed with the consolations of religion ; but 
his jopg afflictiou was happily sanctified 
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to them both. They knew by experience 
that it is good to be afflicted, when afflic- 
tions lead us to live by faith on the pro-- 
mises of God. He was remarkable for 
Christian simplicity and patient resigna- 
tion : afflicted as he was, he enjoyed in a 
high degree the advantages of the mar- 
riage state. Of this he was deeply sensible, 
and truly thankful he was to God for 
the greatest blessing he enjoyed- — a good 
wife. 

An excellent description of the advan- 
tages of the marriage state, was given m^ 
by my friend, whose singular resolution I 
mentioned, because it was the reverse of 
Mr. Cranford's. He possesses an elegant 
sufficiency, delights in rural retirement, 
and enjoys it in perfection. The time he 
employs in the garden and the shrubbery, 
is chiefly with a view to health, and the 
study of natural history; the time spent 
in his study, is divided between gathering 
and communicating knowledge* 

Some of the productions of his pen are 
sent to different periodical publications; 
others distributed in tracts and essays, all 
intended for the benefit of mankind. 

My friend is never idle, nor at a loss 
for employment ; he thinks himself ilnd^r 
obligation to be useful to societjr, though 
not m public life ; he does liot wish to en^ 
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joy adi^antag^ for himself alone, but de 
lights iu diffusing knowledge, and commu- 
nicating happiness to others. . 
' In reflecting on his situation, it appear- 
ed to me, that he needed a wife less than 
almost any other man I ever knew. I told 
him .so in conversation on the sulject but 
lately. You, sisiid I, had men-servants 
and women-servants, and every thing at 
your comiQiand — no one to control you in 
any of your pursuits ; in short, no one to 
please but yourself, with the choice, of 
every kind of amijis^ment in your power.. 

You say the truth, said he, my situa- 
tion Wft3 jenviable — delightful ! I have sat, 
said he, in this arbour, and reflected on 
it with gratitude a thousand tinies, I said 
to myself, how happily I am situated; I 
have almost eyery thing thsit heart can 
wish;; and whisi^t is best of all, I can enjoy 
it in my owri way. I acd fond of rural 
retirement : I have it. I love solitude : 1 
possess it; yet, I want a sympathetic ear 
in which J can occasionally whisper, How 
chaxming is this retirement I-^ho w delight- 
ful this solitude ! I prayed that I might 
be blest writh a suitable ^^companion : in- 
dulgent Heaven, heard my earnest prayer, 
aad granted my request. 1 now know 
l)y experience, that, **he that findeth a 
wife findeth a good thing, and obtainetb 
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fitvour of the Lord." '^o man has more 
reason to be grateful than I. My enjoy- 
ments are greatly increased ; I wanted a 
friend and a companion ; and my Maria 
possesses exactly those qualities which 
suit me ; she is both an agreeable compir 
nion and affectionate friend. 

J am glad to hear that you have h»- 
creased your happiness by marriage, said 
I ; long may you live together, a blessing 
to each other. 

I thank you for your good wishes, said 
he ; the advantages of the marriage state 
are certainly innumerable : all my pleaaureer 
have a peculiar zest in sharing thtm with 
her, in comparison of which they were 
flat and insipid before. 

It is impossible to describe the difierent 
feelings with which! now sit down to the 
breakfast or dinner table. I attended re> 
gularly to my frugal meals, and always 
at^ my food with a good appetite ; but it 
was merely to satisfy the necessities oi 
nature. Now I have a companion and 
friend to partake with me, every, blessing 
seems to afford new delight. Her cour 
versation enlivens the scene, which -was 
often dull before; her affectionate atten- 
tions, and affable ms^nneri$, sweeten every 
enjoyment. 

You kn(w that it is, exceedingly gra» 
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tifying to commuiiicate our ideas ; I need 
not describe to you the advantages of a 
suitable companion, when viewing the 
beauties of the landscape, or walking in 
the shady gTOve, or ranging the woods, or 
straying by the flowing stream, or walk- 
ing by moonlight, or viewing the starry 
heavens, or listening to the nightingale. I 
enjoyed all these pleasures when alone; 
but that enjoyment is greatly heightened, 
now that I can communicate my thoughts 
to her, and receive new light from her re- 
marks on objects which had escaped my 
notice before. 

1* enjoy the advantage of her society 

more particularly in that season of the 

year, when the evenings are long and 

gloo^iy ; then we trace the pages oiF his- 

j , twy, of philosophy, and of science. But 

\\ our greatest pleasure is in unfolding the 

.\ ^ stores of divine revelation, and drawing 

I from that inexhaustible treasury oid things 

' and new. . 

- We converse on all the wonders re- 
corded in the inspired volume : how Enoch 
walked with God ; how Noah the seventh 
from Adam was preserved in the ark; 
how Abrahiam was the friend of God, and 
the firther of the faithful; hi>w Jacob 
wrestled with God, and prevailed ; how 
Joseph was exalted in the land of Egypt ; 
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how Moses was preserved in the ork of 
bulrushes, and communed with God in 
the holy mount.; how God brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt, and led tbem thro' 
the sea, even the Red Sea ; how they fed 
on the corn of heaven in the wilderness, 
and afterwards possessed the promised 
land ; — with all the wonders recorded in 
the Old Testament, and the still greater 
wonders recorded in the New : — how the 
Son of God became a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, to accomplish our 
redietnptipn ! how marvellous his love to 
dinners, to bear their griefs, and carry their 
sorrows ! how amazing bis grace, wnp was 
rich, but for our sakes became poor, that 
we throiigh bis poverty might be rich I 
We dvj^elfwith rapture on tjl^at stupendous 
undertaking, in which he engaged in thp 
covenant — commenced in the manger — car- 
ried on in his life — and finished on the 
cross ! His birth, his lif^^ hi^ miracles, his 
doctrine, his example, hijs deajtb, his resur- 
rection and ascensibi) ; the descent of the 
Holy Spirit ; the success of the Apostlea; 
the simplicity and love of the priHodtive 
Christians; th^ destructiot) of Jeru/s^Ieni ; 
the dispersion of tbiit wonderful ^people Ih^ 
Jews; the promises of their restoration; 
the destruction of Antichrist ; the state oif 
the spirits of just men made perfect; and 
the hope laid up for us in Heaven. . . « 
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I do not mean to say that these things 
did not occupy my attention before ; but 
to tonyerse on them with the friend of my 
heart, makes them doubly interesting and 
delightful. In short, there is no enjoy- 
ment that I possessed before, but what 
receives considerable advantage from par- 
taking of it with her. 

^ Domestic happiness ! thou only bliss 
Of Paradise that has surviv'd the fall ; 
Thou art the nurse of virtue ; in thine arms 
She ismiles, appearing (as in truth she is) 
Heaven.born> and destin'd to the skies again/ 

This description was very gratifying to 
my mind ; it afibcded ip^ gf es^t pleasjire^ 
on reflection, that my friend had realized 
those advantages which he expected, and 
found his happiness so much increased in 
the society of his wlfev 

The advantages of the marriage state > 
might be easily iftustiated by a variety of 
Other examples among my a^^quaintances ; 
l)Ut,I thinK^it unnecessary to enlarge; 
especialr)r a$ • this part was treated so 
much at length ip the letters. 

It i^ evident; said Martin^ that woman 
is the best friend and companion of man ; . 
they werfe designed for each other*s so- 
ciety; and it must be their own faults if 
they are not happy together. 
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CHAP, X. 

nnHE subject of our conversation, tUjis 
evening is very pleasant in its nature, 
said Theophiliis ;v but, on reflection, I 
think it is proper that it should be short 

For what reason? said Trueman : ex- 
amples of the enjoyment of pleasures 
9.mong married persons are certainly very 
common ; to me it appears that the great- 
est pleasure is found in that connexion. 

It is not for want of examples, said 
Theophilus, but for the same reason that 
our conversation on the advantages was 
short; because so much has been said on 
the subjeot in the book from which these 
conversations originated. Besides, yott 
know our principal object was to reflect 
on the duties and sorrows of that con- 
nexion, that the former may be attended 
to with propriety, and the latter either 
avoided, or endured with resignation, Ifet 
the advantages and pleasures are happily 
blended with the duties and^ sorrows, like 
the succession of, the seasons, pr the rec- 
tum of day and night ; they are set one 
over against the other, to promote patience 
and comfort, experience and hope. 
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humour ; make me humble and obedient, 
charitable and loving, patient and cour 
tented, that vre may delight in each other 
according to thy blessed word, and that 
both of us may trust in thee, and have 
our portion in thy love and service for 
ever and ever. 

" O blessed Father,' never suflTer any 
mistakes or discontent, any distrustful- 
ness or misunderstanding, any trifling 
waverings of fancy, to cause unkindness 
between us ; but let us so dearly love each 
other, so affectionately observe our du- 
ties, and so religiously attend to each 
other's good and comfort, that we may 
always please thee, and become mutual 
helps in thy ways, that when we have re- 
ceived the blessings of a conjugal life, the 
comforts of society, and the eildearmepts 
of a sincere and great affection, we may 
for ever dwell together in the embraces of 
thy love and glory, feasting in the mar* 
riage supper of the Lamb to eternal ages, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
' She that prays as she ought, endeavours 
to live as she prays — Mrs. Innes did soj 
and«he succeeded* I will venture to as- 
sert, that every couple that will follow4he 
example of Mr. and Mrs. Innes, will en- 
joy, in a great degree, the pleasures of the 
marriage state. 
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It is evident, said Martin, that they 
irnu$t have been very happy in each other,' 
they were true yoke-fellovirs, helpers of 
each other's faith and joy. 

' How pleasant 'tis to see 

Kindred and friends agree. 
Each in their proper station move, 

And each fulfil their part, 

With sympathising heart 
In all the cares of life and lovel' 

It is truly delightful to see a harinoni* 
pus and happy family, where each studies 
to promote the happiness of the rest. 

I will give you, said Theophilus, one 
more example of the pleasures of the 
.marriage state, by introducing to your 
notice, a letter which was written by Pliny 
to his wife's aunt, in which you will per- 
ceive that he enjoyed the greatest of plea- 
sures in the conduct of his wife ; and that 
she was equally blest with the pleasures 
arising from conjugal affection. 

Pliny to his Wife's Aunt. 

''As I remember the great affection 
which was between you and your excel- 
lent brother, and know you Jove his 
daughter as your own, so as not only to 
Express the tenderness of the best of 
aunts, but even to supply that of the best 
of fathers : I am sure it will be a plea- 
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sure to you to hear that she proves wor- 
tliy of her father, worthy of you, and of 
your. and her ancestors. Her ingenuity 
is admirable; her frugality extraordinary. 
She loves me, the surest pledge of her 
virtue, and adds to this, a wonderful dis- 
position to learning, which she has ac- 
quired from her affection to m^ ; she reads 
my writings, studies them, and even gets 
them by heart. You would smile to see the 
concern she is in when I have a cause to 
plead, and the joy she shews when it is 
over. She finds means to have the first 
news brought her of the success I meet 
with in court ; how I am heard, and what 
decree is made. If I recite any thing ia 
public, she cannot refrain from placing 
lierself privately in some corner to hear, 
where with the utmost delight she feasts 
on my applauses. Sometimes she sings 
my verses, and accompanies them with 
the lute, without any master except love, 
the be«t of instructors. From these in- 
stances I take the most certain omens of 
our perpetual and increasing happiness, 
since her affection is not founded on my 
-youth and person, which must gradually 
decay, but she is in love with the immor- 
tal part of me, my glory and reputation : 
nor indeed could less be expected from 
one who had the happiness to receive ber 
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education from you, who in your house 
was accustomed to every thing that was 
virtuous and decent, and even Hegan to 
love me by your recommendation ; for, as 
you had always the greatest respect for 
my mother, you were pleased from my 
infancy to form me, to commend me, 
and kindly to presage, I should be one 
day what my wife fancies I am. Accept 
therefore our united thanks ; mine, that 
you have bestowed her on me, and hers 
that you have given me to h6r, as a mu- 
tual grant of joy and felicity." 

It is indeed, said Martin, an excellent 
representation of the pleasures an affec- 
tionate couple enjoy in each other. It 
must have been a great happiness to hirti 
to be blest with such a wife. 

Should it please God, said Trueman, 
to direct me to one of a similar disposi- 
tion, the sooner I enter into the marriage 
state the better. 

If the person you marry should not be 
in all respects what you wish, said Theo.- 
philus, yet, if you are enabled to con- 
duct yourself in the same manner as my 
friend Innes did, I have no doubt but yoit 
will be happy. 
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CHAP. XL 

"ll/^E are arrived, said Theophilils, at 
the last stage of our inquiry. Though 
the marriage state was intended to pro- 
mote our happiness, and is a source of 
numerous and delightful pleasures, yet it 
brings with ii many sorrows. 

Trouble and sorrow may well be ex- 
pected in the family of mankind, if it be. 
recollected, that the first man who was 
bprn of a woman, slew his brother, be- 
cause his brother was more righteous than 
he. 

Tlie raising and educating of children, 
and settling them in the world, are attend- 
ed, with rnany difficulties; tlieir unruly 
'conduct, and the connexions they form in 
life, are frequently very grievous to their 
parents. 

How pungent were the sorrows of Ja- 
cob, when his sons slew the Shechemites ! 
How great the distress and anguish of 
David in the ajffairs of Amnon, Tamar, 
and Absalom! What dreadful scenes of 
affliction and sorrow did the^e good men 
endure through the treacherous conduct 
of their children! How deeply afflicted 
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was Jacob for the loss of Joseph ! What 
heart-rending cries did David utter for the 
death of Absalom ! — O my son Absalom, 
my son, my son Absalom ; would God I 
had died lor thee, O Absalom, my sou, 
ray son. 

When children take to ^good ways, they 
are real blessings to their parents, and 
prove a great cohort to them in their old 
age ; but when they give way to indiffer- 
ent company aild expensive pleasures, 
they frequently bring their grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave, 

Mr. Heartfield endured a grievous af- 
fliction of this nature ; ^ he narrowly es- 
caped being reduced to poverty in his old 
age, by the extravagance of his son. He 
had been many years in business; by his 
industry and good management, he had 
accumulated considerable property; he 
had one soti and three daughters; he 
brought up his son to his business, which 
was extensive and prosperous. 

The young man knew nothing of the 
anxiety and trouble with whi(^h a business 
is established ; it was already prepared to 
his hands. He found that money came in 
very Easily, and thought he might indulge 
in a little pleasure. From occasionally 
hiring a horse for a day, he took to keep- 
ing one: this he was persuaded to by a 
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friend, who recommended him to buv a 
fine horse, a great bargain : the horse was 
indeed well worth the money, but it would 
have been better for him to have given 
double the money not to have had him ; 
for having a horse always in the stable, 
was too strong a temptation to be resist- 
ed. Whenever any of his galloping friends 
were idly or wantonly disposed, they would 
call upon him to take a ride with them. — 
Besides the extravagant expenses of those 
dashing expeditions, his business was 
neglected ; at least, it wanted the eye of 
the master. 

His father observed his conduct with 
sorrow, and feared the consequence : for 
being infirm*, and frequently afHicted, he 
was desirous to retire. He warned his son. 
of his danger, assuring him that neglect 
of business would be attended with loife 
of trade ; that persons would become sus- 
picious and fearful to trust him; that a 
reputation for industry and attention were- 
absolutely necessary to success ; and there- 
fore he wished him to be more at home 
t^iat nothing might be neglected. 

The young man assured his father, that 
he need be under no apprehensions ; he 
might depend that he would take care of 
t;he ^' main chance ;" he had no doubt of 
succeeding.. 
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A circumstance happened about this 
time which greatly encouraged Mr. Heart- 
field in the hope that his son would find 
home more attractive. The young man 
neglected his duty in marrying without 
consulting his father, and gave himself a 
good deal of trouble to keep it from his 
father's knowledge, and at last was 
obliged, after much suspense and anxiety^ 
to tell him that he was going to bring 
home his wife. " 

He thought his father would be offend- 
ed because he had married a young per- 
son without money, whereas his father 
was greatly pleased that he was married, 
hoping that he would now keep at home. 
Respecting money, Charles, said he, yon 
have a good business ; mind that, and it 
will be better than if you had a wife with 
a fortune, which you might soon run 
through, as thousands have done who 
knew not the trouble of getting it. 

For a few weeks the young man was 
more at home than usual ; but his horse 
wanted exercise, and his friends could not 
give up such a good companion : so that 
in a veiy little time he was engaged out 
as frequently, and stayed as long, as before 
he was married. 

To say nothing of the uneasiness that 
his conduct gave his wife, his father, who 
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heard of it occasionally, was grieved, atid 
fearful of the consequence. His son, ho\?- 
ever, assured him that he had no occasion 
to be uneasy, for his affairs were very pros- 
perous. This he hoped was the case; but 
he could not be certain of it, for his own 
expenses were very extravagant, and losses 
were continually occurring at home, of 
which he was not aware : the certain con- 
sequence of trusting too much to servants, 
and at the same time laying temptations 
in their way. He was soon obliged to 
kilow that his stock was declining fa8t> 
and that it would be difficult to keep his 
payments ^od. 

tVhen this discovery was made, it was 
reasonable to expect that he would part 
with his horse, and pointers, and lay aside 
every expensive amusement, and attend 
closely to his business. Any reasonable 
man would have done this ; but are they 
reasonable men, who follow such prac- 
tices ? Would a reasonable man disgrace 
and grieve his parents, and reduce his fami- 
ly to distress, for the sake of sporting with 
racketting companions, in pursuit of noise 
and mischief, which they chuse to call 
fun? Yet these ^bucks' laugh at and 
ridicule common people, who mind their 
business, and seek happiness in making 
their fftbiilies oomfortable. These they 
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despise, as *^ plain plodding fellows, not 
fit company for gentlemen." 

Had young Hartfield, when he discou 
vered that his business was declining, and 
his stock wasting, immediately relinquish- 
ed every pleasure, except in his own fa- 
mily, and turned his mind wholly to hi» 
affairs, he might easily, and would soon 
have recovered himself. But such cha- 
racters are no more to be depended upon 
than gamblers, or persons always intoxi- 
cated. Let but the newspapers announce 
a hunt, a horse-race, or a fight, " they 
show true blood," as they term it — -they 
will turn their backs upon business, or 
break the hearts of father and mother, or 
reduce a wife or children to beggary ; and 
run the hazard of their own perdition. 

Young Ueartfield was considered among 
his companions as ** thorough bred." He 
they knew '* would never flinch," but would 
" die game." 

The season for shootihg was come ; his 
pointers were thoroughly trained, his new 
gun was come home, he had engaged with 
some sporting gentlemen to spend ten 
days or a fortnight in the country ; there 
was good sport, he stayed three weeks. 
In the hurry of his going out, he had for- 
gotten to leave orders for the payment of 
H bill which came due in his absence. 
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This proved a happy circumstance for th6 
father and all the family, as it probably, 
prevented him from going on till he had 
spent their last shilling, as is frequently 
done by gentlemen of this description. 

His father was applied to for the pay* 
ment of the bill : this opened his eyes ; he 
resolved to examine the whole state of his 
affairs. It proved that in three years his 
son had spent three times as much as it 
had cost him to keep his family ; and that' 
he had lost as much by neglecting his 
business, as he had spent. His Either 
made it appear to him and the whole fa^ 
mily, that in three years he had squan- 
dered away as much property, as w^ould 
have kept his family eighteen years. 

This, his father said, was a wonderful 
escape indeed, had it not happened that 
this bill was forgotten, I and the whole fa- 
mily should have lost our all. I hope, 
said the old gentleman, that when I have 
settled all my affairs, I shall have enough 
left to purchase annuities for myself and 
your mother, and sisters, which will be 
sufficient to keep us above want ; but yoij 
have seriously injured us all ; we mustljie 
deprived of many .comforts which we 
might have enjoyed. 

I am obliged now to avail myself of le- 
gal means, to prevent you from; doing \\§ 
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farther injury. If you will ruin yourself, 
and bring your wife and children to po- 
verty, I cannot help it, nor can I help 
thtm ; the little I have left, I must and loill 
secure to your mother and sisters. Re- 
member Charles, it will be your own 
fault if you do not succeed ; though the 
business will not support extravagance, 
yet, if it be properly managed, it will 
evidently enable you to retire in favour of 
your son, by the time he will be capable 
of taking it. It is therefore now in your 
own choice, whether you will live in 
credit atid comfort, or reduce your family 
to want and misery. 

The young man promised that he 
would give his whole attention to his bu- 
siness, and that his friends should have 
no reason to complain of him again. His 
promises were very fair; but he had made 
such before. 

I have no doubt, Charles, said his fa- 
thej', but you mean to do as you say, and 
if left to yourself will keep your resolu- 
tion ; but if you associate with your old 
companions again, your ruin is certain: 
mind that. Your horse and pointers, aiid 
guns are sold, business will require all 
your attention, great diligence is necessary 
to replenish your stock ; your wife and 
children will . employ evecy leisure hour : 
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Slve up your campaniens, and you will 
o well and be happy. 
You promise fair, said bis father, and 
I hope you will keep your word ; but, I 
want, if possible, to bind you to it. I 
have one thing therefore to propose, which 
I think is most likely to confirm you in 
your resolution: your wife has kept an 
accurate account of her family expenc^s 
— she has assisted me in taking stock and 
settling the books, and I find that she is 
thoroughly capable of managing such- a 
concern : let her attend to it whenever 
you are out of the way. 

Is it possible, said he, that my father 
can wish my wife to serve in the shop ? J . 
can never submit to that. 

You are mistaken, Charles, said his fe- 
ther, and I am glad of it, because it gives 
me an opportunity of telling you my opi- 
nion of your excellent wife. I am confi- 
dent that she would not think it any dis- 
credit to her to serve in your shop, but 1 
should be very sorry for her to be obliged 
to do it: that is not what I mean ; but \ 
have proposed my plan to lier, and she is 
perfectly agreeable to it, as she is to any 
thing that is for your good, and for your 
honour. I can tell you, Charles, that she 
is too good for you, but I don't want 
to reflect upon you. I have^acswnined her 
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house-keeping account, and I knoW bow 
she has roans^ed your femily ailkii^ ;,aTKl 
I am well satisfied that she is capable of 
managing any concern you could comnfit 
to her — 1 wish every tradesman had such 
a wife as your's. What I have pro- 
posed to her is this, that when you ai*e 
out she shall go into the Counting-house, 
and have an eye to every transaction of 
importance; this will be useful to you 
both ; I hope it will keep you at home : 
aini as you ought not to keep your affairs 
from your wife, she will have the satis- 
Action to see that there is no danger of 
her family coming to want. Besides, if 
you should be laid aside before your son 
is capable of managing the business, she 
can instruct him, and superintend it for him. 
I do not like, said the young man, that 
my wife shoulcl have any thing to do with 
the business ; it is quite unnecessary. 
. Your wife, Charles, said his father, is a 
sensible and discreet woman ; she will do 
yon and your family good, I am certain. 
Hemember poor Mrs. Simpson : her hus- 
band died and left her with five children ;. 
his business was good, but it was left en- 
tirely to the care of servants, and they 
were soon reduced to poverty. Had she 
been capable of managing it herself, she 
Qould have brought up bee family in coxa- 



116 ON MATRIMONY. 

fort. Were you to die, your wife could 
immediately manage all the accounts her^ 
self; and I am certain that she could pro- 
Tide for your family. This is of great con- 
sequence, Charles ; for remember, I can 
do nothing for them. 

I hope my wife will never have any oc- 
casion to trouble herself with business, 
toid he. 

I hope she never will, replied his tar 
ther : all I desire is, that she may see it 
is not nefflected ; only direct for her to at- 
tend in the counting-house whenever you 
are absent, to superintend your concerns^ 
and I shall be satisfied. 

Though muck against his will, yet the 
neceRsity was urged so forcibly by his fa- 
ther, that he consented she should come 
into the counting-house^ and look over 
the books daily, arid always attend there 
when he was absent. This point gained^ 
set the mind pf his father at rest. It was 
a wise measure, and operated as his father 
expected ; it was. a salutary check upon 
him, and kept him tolerably attentive for 
some time. He- was seMom absent two 
days together, JBis wife always attended^ 
received the orders, and saw them exe- 
cuted; every transaction was under her 
eye. She came to the exact knowledge 
of all their expenc^^ and through hej( 
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attention and care, their mcome covered 
all their expeoces the first year,, when a 
terrible calamity happened to him, which 
threw the whole family into a sitate of 
alarm. 

He was gone to a hunt, and following 
the hounds with his noisy companions 
over Addington-hills, they were going at 
full speed down a hill, when the fore- 
foot of his horse sunk into a deep hole, 
which brought him with the utmost vio- 
lence to the ground. He pitched on his left 
shoulder, which broke his collar-bone ; 
the horse feH upon his thigh, and snap- 
ped it just above the knee: he was so 
much stunned by the fall, that no signs of 
life appeared for some time. He was 
taken up,, and brought to an inn at 
Croydon in great agony. Surgical aid^ 
wag^ procured ; the pain which attended 
the setting his bones made him faint away. 
Most of the night he was insensible. The 
surgeon despaired of his life. 

Next morning the news was bi-ought to 
his wife. She sent for his father, an^went 
immediately to attend her husband ; they 
prepared him to expect her. His distress 
at seeing her was so great, that^it was too 
much for him ;• h6 fainted. She comforted 
him, entreating him to be composed, as- 
suring him, that no one should attend him 
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but herself* She soothed his troubled 
mind, and begged of him for her sake to 
be calm, as the only hope of saving his 
life. / 

I deserve to die, said he ; but for your, 
sake, if it be possible, I will be composed. 
Oh, my dear Martha, said he, what have I 
done! what cruelty to you! Hush! my 
dear, said she, you distress me ; you make 
me quite unhappy. If you agitate your 
spirits now, you will bring on a fever, arid 
death is certain. She kissed him. Be 
composed, said she, and I shall be com- 
fortable. I will, my dear, said he; I wilL 

You must not speak then, said sliie, but 
when necessity requires. 

For a whole month he was in the deep- 
est affliction, often in great pain ;. but tor^ 
tured most grievously by hi& owii reflec* 
tions, which, at times, especially for the 
first fortnight, were almost insupportable.. 

As soon as he was able, his wife pre- 
vailed with him to receive a visit from a 
gospel minister, who resided at Croydon, 
and was acquainted with her family. This 
gentleman frequently prayed with him, 
and conversed with him, as he was able 
to bear it. He explained to him the re- 
bellious state of mankind, and the re- 
demption of Jesus Christ. The state of 
his mind was favourable ; ho was much. 
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humbled by his affliction, and the near 
prospect of death. His friend represented 
the goodness of God to him in sparing his 
life, and giving him time for reflection; 
and thus calling him to repentance; He 
explained to him the wonderful lo?e of 
God, in giving his son to die for sinners ; 
he described the freeness of this redemp- 
tion for *the most guilty ; he prayed that 
God would enable bim to look to Jesus 
Christ, and be saved. God heard his- 
prayfers, and showed him mercy, and bles- 
sed him with the consolations of the gos- 
pel. This happy circumstance, connected 
with the comfort he received from the at* 
tendance of his wife, composed his mind, 
and contributed niuch to his recovery. 

in the sixth week of his confinement he 
was considered out of danger, and able to 
receive a visit from his father and mother^ 
They came : he was sitting in a chair, 
supported by pillows, reduced almost to 
a skeleton. The sight of him was so af- 
fecting to his parents, they both wept. 

My dear father and mother, said he, 
forgive your rebellious son ; I am now suf- 
fermg the effects of my own wickedness. 
I have been an undutiful son ; but I hope 
you will forgive me. 

We do forgive you, my dear Charles, 
said his father; thank God that your life 
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ig spared : I hope this terrible accident Tfilf 
. declaim you, aad then we shall be happy. 
God has been wonderfully gracious to 
me, my dear father, said he, in sparing 
my life: bis goodness I hope will never 
\e forgotten. Oh, how shall I reeompence 
the kindness of my dear parents, for their 
concern for an unworthy son ? I hope i» 
God that every day of iny life will testify 
my gratitude, and prbve that my repent- 
ance is sincere. 

And then, my dear Marthia f Oh, what a 
woman I have slighted ! At the hazard 
p£ her own life, she has saved mine ! A 
whole month, night and day 1 Oh^ father, 
1 owe my life to her care : I hope her 
health will not be injured. 

The attention of your wife, said his fa- 
ther^ is above all praise ; she is the daugh- 
ter of my heart ; we all love her as our- 
selv^. Be you but worthy of her^ and we 
shall all be happy. 

I am convinced, said he, that if 1 had never 
acted . without consulting her^ 1 should 
have avoided all this mischief! I shall 
have reason to regret as long as I liye, 
that I have not studied her happiness as "^ 
she has mine. Had I always followed 
her advice I should liave been a happy 
man. In future we will consult about 
every thing together.. 
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111 two or three weeks after this iirter- 
view, he was removed to his own house.' 
Owing to the manner in which his thigh 
was broken, he always went lame. His 
shoulder was so much shook, that hi» 
arm was always weak, and sometimes verv 
painful; His whole frame received such, 
a shock with the violence of the fall, that: 
he was always infirm and ailing ; but his 
conduct was reformed: he became a good 
man, and useful member of society. 

His escape, said Martin, was wonder- 
ful. 1 am frequently surpriHed, on refleo-; 
tion, that fetal accidents are not more 
numerous, considering what desperate 
hazards young men often run themselves 
into. Trueman and I have often sported 
on the very brink of destruction, and felt 
no fear, because we saw no danger: we 
have had many escapes when vve have 
been within a step of death. 

We have indeed, said Trueman : it 
makes me shudder sometimes when I 
think of it. What reason we have to he 
thankful that we have seen the folly of 
^those dangerous pleasures, and relinquish^ 
ed them before any remarkable calamity 
has befallen us. 1 hope never to bear of 
those vile sports, which are a disgrace to ./- 
the name of Christianity, without gr^ti? 
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tilde to God for plucking me as a brand 
out of the fire* 

You have reason to be thankful, isaid 
Theophilus : most men can recollect and 
relate some wonderful escapes which they 
have had ; but few feel their obligations 
to God, and .devote the lives which he 
spared^ to his service. 

When persons are unsuitably married, 
it becomes them to Endeavour, in the fear 
of God, to be reconciled to their lot, and 
to make the best of it Christians should 
in such cases be particularly careful to 
^OiOvr the happy effect that religion pro* 
duces in the temper and conduct, that the 
husband or wife may be convinced of its 
excellencies. The ejfiect of this, thougli 
M slow and silent in its operation as to 
be almost imperceptible, is so powerful,, 
that it hardly ever f^ils in the end to win 
the adverse party. 

Miss Aniold truly feated God, and was 
determined not to marry any man who did 
not. At least, said she, he must have so 
much religion as to regard the Sabbath as 
the day of God, and to maka conscience 
of attending public worship. 

Mr. Johnson was a gay young man who 
saw no importance in religion ; the sab- 
bath he spent in riding about the country ; 
the merits of horses and pointers occu^ 
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pied much of bi8 atteatidii : sporting with 
comp^uions of his own character was 
his chief delight. Yet there was some- 
thing n Miss Arnold that fixed his atten- 
tion ; her conduct was so amiable, and her 
person so elegant, in bis opinion, that 
though he knew she was strictly religi- 
ous, he could not help wishing for an in- 
timate acquaintance with her. 

His manner of life was a great ob- 
stacle ; he found it impossible by all his 
endeavours to lead her into fashionable 
pleasures. He invited her several times, 
under various pretences^ to take a ride 
with him on a Sunday, but could never 
persuade her to go : in short, he found he 
must conform to her custom of attending 
a place of worship on the Lord's-day, or 
relinquish all hope of her. He was in a 
great strait ; to give her up was^ impossi- 
ble, and to submit to the only chance of 
obtaining her company, he was exceed- 
ingly unwilling. While his mind was ia 
a state of suspense, struggling between 
habits which he found it almost impos- 
sible to relinquish, and a growing aflfec- 
tion for her, a circumstance occurred 
which led him to suspect^ that .he had a 
rival in a religious acquaintance of hers. 
Though this suspicion was Entirely with- 
out foundation, yet it made him resolve 
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to declare himself her admirer, and to re- 
quest a closer intimacy, with a view to 
marriage. 

Is it possible, Sir, said she, that you 
can be sincere ? What prospect could we 
have of being happy together ? 

I am confident, replied he, that I should 
-be happy if I were honoured with your 
company. 

■ But what would become of nae? said 
she. 

I hope, said he, that you would be 
happy too. 

1 have made too many observations on 
what passes in' the world, said she, to 
indulge such a hope. Your horses and 
dogs and rattling companions would en- 
gross your attention, and I should be 
miserable. Even admitting that I could 
expect a little of your leisure time to be 
spent with me, what pleasure could I 
hope to enjoy ? Your pursuits and mine 
are opposite as darkness and light ; I can 
partake of none of your pleasures, and 
you can partake of none of mine. 
. This objection appeared to him in so 
strong a light, and was delivered with an 
air so positive, that it was unanswerable. 

He contrived however to evade it, and 
as hfe really feared that she was previously 
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engaged, he was deternuned to know if 
that was the case. 

I fear, Miss, said he, that some hap* 
pier man has fibe honour of your good 
opinion ; if you w^re 4iot engaged^ I think 
you could have no objection to try the 
effect of a more intimate acquaintance. 

You have -already endeavoured, said 
she, to ailiire me into scenes ef dissi- 
pation, and to persuade me to break the 
sabbath, and neglect the worship of God ; 
and what happiness can I expect with 
such a man? Indeed, Sir, it ii^ impossi- 
ble. 

Amiable lady, said he, you mak'O me 
appear ridiculous in my own eyes; but 
will you condescend to answer me one 
que^ion. If you are engaged, I must de- 
vspair of success ; if not, I will yet indulge 
the hope that I may prove myself worthy 
of you. Are you engaged ? 

I cannot say I am, said she ; I have not 
yet met with the man to whom I could 
give encouragement. I am resolved ne- 
ver to marry rather than have a man who 
would be a hindrance to* me in the duties 
I owe to my Redeemer. 

God forbid, said 'he, that I should do 
that; bad as I am, I never oppose re- 
l^on. 

This conve^ation, with much more to 
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the same effect, convinced him that it 
\i^as impossible to succeed without con- 
forming to her custom : he therefore re- 
quested her to permit him to attend her 
to the place of worship which she fre- . 
quented, declaring at the same time his 
intention to relinquish all disorderly conji- 
pany, and turn his mind to religious in- 
quiries* 

To this proposal she could make no 
objection. Mixed motivesi it must be ac* 
knowledged were very natural: his ap- 
pearance was respectable, to his family, 
or circumstances there was no objection, 
and had he been seriously disposed, it is 
, pi'obable he would have been approved. 
The hope of recovering him from the er- 
ror of his ways was very flattering ; and 
BO doubt, the prayer which she offered up 
for his conversion was sincere. 

Constant attendance on public worship, 
mixed with the congratulations of friends, 
and the pleasure of her company and ap- 
probation, raised him in his own esteem, 
and soon made his new course pf life be- 
come agreeable to him. With great sin- 
cerity he acknowledged, what -every one 
knew to be true, that he owed his reform- 
ation entirely lo her. 

But unhappily for her^ his reforniation 
did not last long. A few montha after 
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they were married, a circumstance hap- 
pened in which he thought himself un- 
justly treated by a person in the congre- 
gation of considerable reputation for reli- 
gion ; this transaction gave him such dis- 
gust, that he resolved to associate with 
them no longer. 

In vain she endeavoured to *soothe his 
mind, and to persuade him to forget it ; 
that, he said, was impossible, his confi- 
dence had been abused under a mask of 
religion : if that was their religion, he was 
determined to have no more to do with 
them. 

His resolution was fixed. To break off 
all his connexion with them, he took a 
house on the opposite side of the metropo- 
lis. Though he did not prevent his wife 
from attending occasionally the place of 
worship in the village to which he re- 
moved, yet she never could prevail with 
him to accompany her. This was a source 
of perpetual grief to her mind, especially 
as it deprived her of what she had always 
been used to enjoy, the social intercourse 
of Christian friends. 

He had every reason to be satisfied 
with his wife, who indeed was an excel- 
lent woman; but with religious persons 
in general he was disgusted. Though he 
did not positively oppose his^ wife, nor pro- 
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bibit her attending religious duties, yet iri 
a variety of ways she found him a great 
bindrance. 

Earnestly did she pray, and long did 
uiie hope for his conversion ; but she never 
saw it realized till it was too late for them 
to enjoy the happiness of attending the 
house of prayer together. 

Their fifth child was but little more than 
a month old, when the mother was af* 
flicted with a disease that proved mortal* 
When the first symptoms of her danger 
appeared, the distress of her husband was 
inconceivable : he appeared like a man 
distracted. A consultation of physicians 
was immediately called ; and so earnest 
were bis entreaties that no time might be 
lost, and that every possible exertion 
might be made to save her life, that they 
were afraid to inform him of her danger, 
lest the shock should prove insupportable. 

They told him she was not out of dan-- 
ger, but if the disease took a favourable 
turn, there would be some reason to hope 
that she might recover ; yet they confessed 
that there was very little ground to ex- 
pect such a change. 

With a heart full of grief, and a coun* 
tenance expressive of the deepest anxiety, 
he approached her bed. A deadly pale- 
ues9 was in her face, but when he drew 
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near, a calm and serene smile expressed 
the tranquillity of her soul. She was go-^ 
ing to speak, but the sight of her was too 
much for him. He fell upon his knees, 
and wept, and sobbed aloud ; he poured 
out strong cries and prayers to God for 
her recovery — his soul was in an agony — 
how bitterly did he lament his own folly ! 
Deeply did he abase himself, confessing 
his guilt and misery. Again he earnestly 
entreated that God would spare her life, 
to be an example to her children, and to 
bring them up in his ways. 

My dear husband, said she, be ' com- 
forted. 

How can I be comforted, said he, when 
I reflect on my behaviour to you ? I can 
never forgive myself! I shall never be 
happy again! 

O my dear husband ! said she, I am 
overjoyed at your repentance ; long have 
I prayed for it, and God has heard me. 
Do not distress me with reflections on 
yourself. You know I have forgiven you 
every thing; God will forgive you; Jesu^ 
Christ is very merciful : do, my dear, for- 
give yourself, and be comforted. 

No, said he, never ! never can I forgive 
myself! You have forgiven me, I know; 
God will forgive me, I hope; but never 
can I forgive myself. Oh! what a wretch 
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I've been! Again he sobbed * and cried 
aloud, calling on God, and earnestly en- 
treating him to spare her life. 

The attendants persuaded him to with* 
draw — the scene was too much for her, 
ms well as for him. She joined in their 
request, being almost overcome with agi- 
tation. When she was composed, the re- 
morse and grief of her husband was like 
a cordial to her heart: his deep contri- 
tion, and the uncommon fervor of his 
prayers, gave her every reason to' hope 
that his repentance was sincere. God, 
said she, has heard my prayer at last! 
Blessed be his name! Now 1 know that 
my children will be brought up in his fear, 
1 shall die in peace. She was tx)lerably 
composed through the night, but evidently 
near her end. 

Next morning he desired to see her as 
soon as she was able to receive him. He • 
was- introduced. She was raised in the 
bed, supported by pillows, and an attend- 
ant on each side. With a placid smile she 
addressed him : My dear, said she, be not 
discomposed on my account; I am happy. 
The days of my mourning are ended ; the 
Saviour in whom I trust will receive me. 
Then lifting up her eyes she said, I have 
waited for thy salvation, O Lord. God 
be merciful to my dear husband, and to 
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ray dear children, arid grant us a happy 
meeting in heaven. 

He was going to speak. Wait a mo- 
ment, said she : 1 have one request to 
make before I die ; I know you will not 
deny me. Let my children be placed un- 
der the care of a woman that fears God, 
and loves our Lord Jesus Christ. Tell 
them that their another died in peace, ex- 
pecting to be happy with Jesus Christ, 
and hoping to meet them and their dear 
father in heaven. — She was quite exhaust- 
ed. — He kneeled down, und took her hand 
in his, and wept for a few moments ; then 
prayed : God Almighty, forgive a poor 
miserable sinner for Christ's sake, and 
grant that I and my children may follow 
the example of their dear mother^ But, 
oh ! if it be possible, spare, gracious hea- 
ven, spare her invaluable life. Again be 
wept, and sobbed, and groaned. Having 
recovered a little, in an agony of grief he 
cried — O God,^ pity a wretched sinner, 
\<^ho deserves not thy fttvour. Oh ! be 
gracious to me, and spare, oh ! spare my 
dear wife. He bowed his head upon the 
bed, almost choaked with grief, and groan- 
ed as if his heart would break. 

My dear husband, said she, in a very 
low voice, be calm ; God is very merciful. 
I am happy. Let not your grief be so 
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excessive. Cherish the memory of me 
for your own sake, and for your children's 
sake, that you .may follow me in the Chris- 
tian life, and that we may meet with joy 
in ^heaven. Farewell— rmy conflict is^ just 
over ; God be with you. I am ;going-^-- — 

to The effort was too much ; she 

sunk down on the pillows. The attend- 
ants were alarmed : they laid her gently 
down:' — it was doubtful. In a few mo- 
ments she opened' her eyes, her lips qui- 
vered. Making another effort to speak, 
she said distinctly, Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit. She closed her eyes. Does 
she breathe? — No.-^She's gone. 

Poor Johnson! what a treasure hast 
thou lost ! An increasing sense of her ex- 
cellencies will occasion thee compunction 
and sorrow all the days of thy life. Thou 
must lament her loss till thy last hour. 

' Not to understand a treasure's worth, 
Till time has stolen away the slighted good^ 
Is cause of half the poverty we feel, 
And m^kes the world the wilderness it is.' 

What would'st thou give? — ^The whole 
world to fetch her back r — Alas ! it is too 
late. 
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CHAP. XII. 

"If'l/^HEN persons are most happily suit' 
ed with an alSectionate partner, therQ 
are numerous and nnavoidable sorrows to^ 
be endured. Mr. and Mrs. Bentley werc^ 
married early in life; a mutual attach^ 
ment made them happy together, but they 
were not long without some difficulties. 
A family came on very fast : it was abso* 
lately necessary to unite the most exact 
frugality, with the greatest diligence, to 
maintain them decently. Ther encou- 
raged each other in the struggle, and a 
hard strup^le it was. Out of eleven chil- 
dren, which they had in eighteen yeansr, 
two SODS and two daughters lived to be 
delightful prattlers, with all the appear-* 
ance of sound health, lively in their fea- 
tures, and promising as to their minds,*— 
and then died. One son, a promising 
youth, grown almost to manhood, was 
taken off by death. These were affecting 
strokes : their five first children, three 
sons and two daughters, came up like 
flowers, and were cut down. 

The father, too eager to provide for his 
family, forgot in his anxiety for them, that 
he was exposing his own health ; and thus 
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brought on the disease which termiiiatecl 
in his death. It was slow in its operation, 
but terrible in its effects. Six mouths he 
was torturing himself with different medi- 
cines, and growing continually weaker. 
At Jast he was obliged to decline business 
altogether. Then came the season of sor- 
row : himself, a wife, and six children, 
the eldest but twelve years old, without 
means of subsistence. , 

What must I do ? said be, to a friend 
that called to see him ; it grieves me to the 
heart to think what my wife ^nd children 
will do for food. I can provide for them 
no longer, and all their dependence is up- 
on me. 

You have an excellent wife, said his 
friend, and God will give her strength to 
beiar the burden of providing for your fa- 
mily; I have seen many woihen go through 
dilSiculties that half the men in the parish 
would have sunk under. 

It distresses me exceedingly, said h6, 
that ray wife should be obliged to apply 
io the parish for assistance. 

Just then his wife came in ; she saw the 
fears stealing down his cheeks, though he 
endeavoured to conceal them. 

What is the matter, my dear, said she ; 
are you in pain ? 

Oh ! Mary, said he, I am in pain for 



ON MATRIMONY, 135 

you, and for my dear children, to know 
what we shall do for a subsistence. 

Make yourself easy, said she; while you 
had your health you took care enough, 
God knows, and I think too much ; but 
now you can do nothing, you ought not to 
concern yourself about it. 

But, my dear, said he, how can I help 
being concerned for you and the chil- 
dren ? 

Have you forgot, said she, that sermon 
we heard so lately : ** Be careful for no- 
thing ; but in every thing, by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
request be made known to God : and the 
peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus?" 

No, my dear, said he, I have not forgot 
it; nor ever shall. 

Well then, said she, cast your care up- 
on God, and leave the management of the 
family to me. I trust in God ; he'll help 
me, and strengthen me, and not forsake 
me. 

I have no doubt but God will help you, 
my dear, said he ; but it would grieve me 
to see my children go to the workhouse. 

You never will see it, my dear, said 
she: fear not, the Lord will provide for 
us. 
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But you know, a certain gentleman to)d 
me, it was unjust in any one to take Cfedit 
if they were not sure they could pay. 

If we had >not taken credit, said she, we 
must all have gone without food , many a 
day. God knows how to provide ; leave 
that to him. Be comforted ; come, I will 
fiing you a hymn; p^-haps that will re- 
¥176 your spirits, as it often has done. 

^ Begone, Unbelief ! my Saviour is inear, 
And for my relief will surely appear, 
By pray'r let me wrestle, and he will perform : 
with Christ in the vessel, 1 smile at the storm. 

Though dark be my -way, sinoe be is ray guide, 
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis his to provide : 
^liough cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail. 
The word he has spoken shall surely prevail. 

His love in time past forbids me to think 

He'll leave ine at last in trouble to sink ; 

Each sweet Ebenezer I have iu review 

Confirms his good pkasute to help me quite through. 

Why should I complain of want or distress, 
temptation or pain ? He told nie no less : 
The heirs of salvation, I know from his word. 
Through much tribulation must follaw their Lord. 

He sung with her, and began to be cheei^ 
ful. Two or three of the children joined : 
he was delighted. But when shd^ came to 
that verse — 
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How bitter that cup, no heart can conceive. 
Which he drank quite up, that sinners might live ! 
His way was much rougher, and darker than mine, 
Drd Jesus thus suffer, and shall [ repine ? 

his joy and gratitude were so great, that 
he could hold no longer : a flood of tears 
interrupted him. — Oh, my dear, said he, 
I am happy; God will help us, I know 
he will ; our sorrows may be great, but 
they shall all be turned into joy at last. 
I am content: I will take your advice, my 
dear, and resign all the cares of the fa- 
mily to you, and I will look forward to 
that rest which remaineth for the people 
of God. I shall not be long here; but 
God will preserve you, and our dear chil- 
dren, and I hope we shall all meet at last 
in heaven. 

His wife was obliged, as great num- 
bers of poor women daily are, to ap- 
ply for assistance to the parish officers. — 
God help the poor, their sorrows are great 
indeed! After a great deal of trouble 
she got a little help; but numbers of 
compassionate neighbours assisted her : 
they were indeed very generous. 

Long did he suffer; he lived three 
months after he took to his bed. Oh, 
what a scene! The blood chills at there- 
collection. His wife had to attend to him 
urid the family also: they could not afford 

N 
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to have a nurse. It was necessary to have 
their fire and their meals in the bed-room. 
There he laid for months, with a wife 
and six children constantly before his 
eyes, and he unable to help himself. How 
little do the wealthy know, what sorrows 
wring the poor man's heart I But God is 
very gracious : the patience of faith, and 
the joy of bope, make up for the want of 
many comforts. 

To a friend who visited him, he said, 
Through the goodness of God I have many 
hours' freedom from pain, both in the 
night and in the day. 1 am gradually 
wasting ; I grow weaker daily. This was 
necessary to wean me from the world, 
about which I have been too anxious; but 
now I have given it all up : — " the night 
is come, 1 can no longer work." 

Men are often very fall of care, said 
his friend, when they can work no longer. 

I know it, said he ; I have felt it : you 
must suppose I have. My wife and chil- 
dren are dear to me : she will soon be a 
widow, and they will be fatherless; but 
there is a promise in the book of God 
)vhich comforts me. Take the Bible, 
tuin to the forty-ninth chapter of Jere- 
miah, and read the eleventh verse. I 
can't hear it too often, it is a cordial to 
my heart ; it is like the name of Jesus, 
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* It soothes my sorrows, heals my wounds, 
and drives away my fears.' 

His friend read the words: " Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive, and let thy widows trust in me." 

Mind that, said he, looking earnestly 
at his wife : it is not the word of a great 
man, or a prince, whose breath is in his 
Viostrils, and who may die before me, but 
it is the word of God. 

Though I am glad to find your mind »o 
happy, said his friend, yet I am grieved 
to see you in such sorrowful circum- 
stances. 

Ab f my friend, said he, I know by ex- 
perience, that the house of mourning is 
better than the house of feasting. I haye 
found it " good to he here'' God is very 
merciful ; he knew that thia lessou of love 
was necessary for my instruction, to re- 
concile me to all his will. My post of ob- 
servation, certainly, is not a pleasant one; 
but — 

^ Tfcere's mercy \n every place : 
Aud mercy^ encouraging thought \ 

Gives eveo a£9iciioo a grace, 
And recouciles man to hk lot.* 

This has been a merciful afflictiou to 
me: it is one of the "all things that work 
together for good.'* 

N 2 
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His wife sat by, tears flowed from her 
eyes, she put her handkerchief up to her 
face. 

My dear, said he, why do you weep? 
Thy Maker is thy husband and thy Re- 
deemer : trust in him. 

I weep indeed, said she, but it is for 
joy, that you are so reconciled, so happy. 
God has heard our prayers: he "has 
strengthened us with might by his spirit 
in the inner man: we can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth us." 

Blessed be his name, said he, in him I 
have peace. He is a very present help in 
trouble : in a little while he will came and 
take us to himself. 

^ Yet a season, and you know, 

Happy entrance will be given.; 
All our sorrows left below, 

And earth exchanged for heaven.* 

No doubt, said his friend, but you find 
it a great comfort in your affliction, to 
look back on a life devoted to God. 

Ah ! my friend, said he, in looking back 
upon my life, I have abundant reason to 
be thankful to God for his great mercy, 
and wonderful grace to me a poor sin- 
ner. But when I think of my conduct, 
and compare my advantages with my obe- 
dience, I am confounded, I am over-. 
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whelmed with guilt, and shame, and grief: 
I never get any comfort from any thing I 
have done : I am obliged to look further 
back for comfort. Then fixing his eyes 
intensely upward, with great energy he 
said, 

* My soul looks back to see, 

The burdens thou didst bear, 
When hanging on the cursed tree ; 

And hopes her guilt was there/ 

He was deeply affected ; his tears flow- 
ed, plentifully. After a moment's pause, 
he said, 

* These eyes which once abus'd their sight, 
Now lift to thee their watery light, 

And weep a silent flood ; 
These hands ascend in ceaseless prayer, 
Ob, wash away the stains they wear. 

In pure redeeming blood/' 

With regard to my life, said he, before 
I knew the gospel, I lived entirely "with- 
out God in the world, dead in sin,"— 
Since I believed the gospel, I have al- 
ways desired to be devoted to God; but, 
alas! I have come short indeed. But if 
I had done ten times better, a hundred 
times better, I am convinced that I 
should find my doings a poor ground of 
comfort. If all my life had been equal to 
the very best day of it — alas ! what is the 
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best? "^When I would do good, evil is pre-, 
sent with me." If every day of my life bad 
been. equal to the best day, still i should 
be constrained to cry, " God be merciful 
to Hie a sinner." Then, as now, there 
could be no hope for me, but in Jesus 
Christ. He is all in all; to know him is 
my chief joy, and to be found in him, is 
all my desire. I have often felt unspeak- 
able joy in believing his word. I am not 
so capable now of those strong feelings ; 
but it is no matter, ** I know whom I have 
believed;" my all is committed to him; I 
shall see him in his glory. Again he lifted 
up his eyes, and said, with a peculiar, a 
njost impressive accent : 

'A guilty i weak^ and hdplest worm, 

On thy kind arms I fall ; 
Be thou my strength and righieouiness^ 
My Jesus and my all.' 

His friend observed that the effort had 
been too much for his weak frame ; he 
therefore offered up a shoi't prayer and 
retired. 

The last thr'ee weeks of his life he could 
not be got out of bed, nor moved at all 
without at least two persons to help. What 
could his wife do? The women, her 
neighbours, assisted by turns ; frequently 
two of them sat up all night with him, as- 
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sisting his wife to coM;fovt him. What 
tears of compassion diti iiiey shed! what 
soothing language did they utter! They 
watched with liim ; they attended him all 
through the gloomy valley ; they waited 
for his parting b^eat^» ; they closed his^ 
eyes. — Oh, women 1 gentle, affectionate, 
tender-hearted women, what scenes of sor- 
row do you witness! how deeply do you 
drink of the bitter cup of sadness ! The 
lines of your lot are weeping, and lamen-' 
tation, and mourning, and woe. God 
Almighty " put their fears into thy bottle ;" 
and grant " that they may find mercy in 
the day of Jesus Christ." 
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